
 

 
Newsletter            16/10/2020 

Message from the headteacher: 
 
Dear parents and carers, 

This month is Black History Month and now more than ever we need to teach our 
children that diversity is positive and something to be proud of. At Duncombe we have 
many different families. We have single parent families, families with two mums or two 
dads, families where the main carer is a grandparent and families with a mum and dad 
who live together. We have Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Catholic, Christian, Buddist and 
atheist pupils. 

I am often asked what it is like being a Headteacher in a school like Duncombe. My 
answer is always the same, it is wonderful and challenging but what always stands out 
to me is that all parents, whatever their background, beliefs or family situation - want the 
very best for their children. As the late MP, Jo Cox said, ‘ “We are far more united and 
have far more in common than that which divides us.” 

We have been working hard to  address the issue of representation and diversity in our 
curriculum . One way that we have started on this is to look at the types of texts that we 
are teaching in literacy. Do they represent the vast range of cultures and identities that 
we have at Duncombe? We have made a number of changes and are committed to 
ensuring that all of our children at Duncombe see themselves in books that they read 
and throughout the wider curriculum. Below is an example of some of the new texts that 
we have introduced. 

Wishing you a happy Friday and lovely weekend, 

Helen  

 
 

    



 

New staff member of the week:  

 

Hi everyone, my name is George Tonkinson and I am one of the 
new TAs for Year 4. I recently graduated from the University of 
Manchester with a degree in Biology. This is my first year working 
as a teaching assistant and I’m really enjoying getting to know all 
the students. The children of Charlotte Bronte and William 
Shakespeare have already really impressed me with their desire 
to learn, kindness and good humour and I’m really excited to see 
what the rest of the year brings.  
  
In my spare time, I like to exercise, have a laugh with friends (if 
lockdown regulations permits) and watch scary movies.  

 
One interesting fact about me is that It’s my dream to travel the world. The first location on my 
bucket list and ideal holiday would be to Madagascar!  
 
 
 

Doodle Maths Reminder:  

Duncombe now has a subscription to a new online maths programme called DoodleMaths. It is 
a fantastic way to challenge your child at home as it adjusts automatically to their level based on 
the answers they give. Children will have the opportunity to receive certificates and prizes in 
school for their handwork. 

All teachers have been given the children's login and Caroline will be working with children 
across the school in the coming weeks to ensure everyone knows how to use it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fantastic Work:  

  

By Rayan in WS Class 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

By Ajani in MLK Class 

 

 
By Esila in MLK Class 



 

Celebration Award  

Eric Carle Nursery: Marwa  

For her contributions during our Maths carpet sessions. Well done, Marwa! You are a little star! 
 
Tony Ross: Melia  

For taking so much time and care over her letter formation, well done! 

Judith Kerr Reception:  Sophia  
For always lending a helping hand, especially during tidy up time. Well done! 
 
Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Diana  
For trying extremely hard in phonics and using ‘fred talk’ to help her spell her words. Well done 
Diana, keep up the amazing work! 
 
Francis Drake Year 1: Esa 
He always brightens up the class with his beautiful smile and positivity. He has done some 
amazing work in Maths, I am so impressed with him! Keep up the good work! 
 
Florence Nightingale Year 2: Kayla  
For always being kind, caring and working hard, you are a joy to teach. Well done Kayla!  
 
Marie Curie Year 2: Mohammed 
Well done to Mohammed for being extremely hard working this week. He has worked really hard 
in every lesson and he is always ready to help out in the classroom. Amazing job! 
 
Isaac Newton Year 3: Omar 
He is always ready to learn. Omar tries his best in every lesson. He is kind, caring and 
respectful. Over the term, Omar has been working hard to improve his spelling and develop his 
writing. Well done Omar.  
 
Michael Faraday Year 3: Inaaya 
Inaaya always works her hardest, has wonderful focus and tries her best in class.  
 
Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Rafael 
For his interesting and thoughtful contributions to class discussions. Well done Rafael!  
 
William Shakespeare Year 4: Abdullahi  
For always putting in 100% effort. Abdullahi never gives up, takes pride in his learning and is a 
good role model. 
 
Martin Luther King Year 5: Melis 
Melis has been working exceptionally hard this week. She has put in a lot of effort to write an 
amazing poem about the sea.  She has also been a wonderful role model in class. Well done 
Melis! 



 

 
Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Mirac 
Mirac has worked really hard over the past two weeks; his concentration in Maths has improved 
so much and it is reflected in the work he has completed. He has been regularly contributing to 
class discussion and shows the teacher that he is ready and respectful. Well done Mirac, keep 
up the hard work! 
 
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Zarin 
For taking care to ensure that her presentation is immaculate and her writing reflects the Year 6 
standards she has been taught. 
 
Winston Churchill Year 6: Shihab 
For working hard in English and maths this week. Well done.  
 
School Attendance: 
 
Our goal is 96.5%  
Currently at: 94.4% 
 

Nelson Mandela - 98.2% Winston Churchill - 95.1% 

Emmeline Pankhurst -94.8 % Martin Luther King -98.5 % 

Charlotte Bronte - 95.8% William Shakespeare -98.4 % 

Michael Faraday -93.3 % Isaac Newton -98.4 % 

Marie Curie - 89.2% Florence Nightingale - 95.8% 

Francis Drake -96.5 % Ernest Shackleton - 97.3% 

Tony Ross -93.6 % Judith Kerr -97.0 % 

Julia Donaldson -84.1 % Eric Carle -94.3 % 
 

Important Messages: 

Year 6 pupils' secondary school choices 

Applications for your child's secondary school need to be submitted before the end of the 
month. It is very important that this deadline is not missed. Please call the school office if you 
have any queries or need support with this. 

  


