
 

English Vocabulary List 

Nursery Emotions 
happy 
sad 

angry 
worried 

shy 
proud 

 

Opposites 
hot/cold 
wet/dry 

narrow/wide 
shallow/deep 
heavy/light 
short/tall 
full/empty 
day/night 
big/small 

bigger/smaller 
more/less 

Phrases 
Please can I go the toilet? 
Can you help me please? 
What would you like to play? 
Can I play with you please? 
I think___/we think____. 
I don’t know. 
Please can I have _____. 

 

Reception Adjectives for people 
shy 

brave 

Weather 
rain 
sleet 



 

helpful 
hard-working 

truthful 
clever 
kind 
lazy 

snow 
wind/windy 

icy 
sunny 
foggy 
hail 

 

Phrases 
I agree/disagree with ____. 
My partner and I think 
I don’t like it when ____. 
At the weekend, I ___. 

 

Year 1 Adjectives  
afraid 
busy 
cross 
enormous 
frightened/frightening  
giant  
handsome 
huge  
interesting/interested 
large  
massive  

Verbs  
dart  
dash 
disappear/appear  
dodge 
escape 
march 
pounce 
rescue 
shiver 
stroll 

tremble 

Nouns 
adventure 

nature 

Prefixes/Suffixes 
-er and –est 
-ing and –ed 
-s and –es 
 



 

nervous/nervously   
special  
worried 

Year 2 Adjectives  
ancient  
destroyed  
expensive 
glad 
patient 
popular  
precious  
proud 
surrounded by 

Verbs  
begin  
damage  
explore 
get rid of 

improve  
prepare 
remove  
spot (something) 
wonder  

Adverbs  
almost 
extremely 
immediately 
nearly 
often 
unfortunately 
usually   
 

Nouns 
characters 
equipment 
expert 
island 
rage 
servants 
 

Year 3 Adjectives  
allowed 
cheerful 
curious (ly/ity) 
delighted/delightful 
devastated 
disappointed 
grateful  
rare/rarely  

secure 

simple/simply 
suitable/suited to 

Verbs  
approach 
belong to 
capture  
encourage 
manage to 
peer at 
refuse 
respond  
struggle 

supposed to 
survive 

Adverbs  
annually/yearly 
cautiously 
constantly 
eventually 
instantly 
occasionally 
recently 
several 

Nouns 
amazement 
opportunity 
technology 

Prefixes/Suffixes 
Dis- 
Mis- 
In- 
Il- 
Im- 
Ir- 
Co- 
Sub- 
Anti- 
Re- 
Inter- 



 

uncomfortable 
unexpected 
unusual 
urgent 

Super- 
Auto- 
-ation 
-ly 
-sion 
 

  

Year 4 Adjectives  
Amusing 
Appropriate/inappropriate 
Available 
Banned 
Bewildered 
Concerned 
Determined 
Entertaining 
Keen to/Eager to 
Odd  
Original 
Permanent/temporary 
Puzzled/Puzzling 
Remaining/remain 
Unlike (for comparison) 
Unwanted 
 
 

Verbs  

Affect something 
Communicate 
Contain 
Contrast 
Decrease 

Doubt 
Encounter 
Increase 
React 
Recover 
Reveal 
 

Adverbs  
Deliberately 
Frequently 
Regularly/Irregularly  
 

Nouns 
An appointment 
Appearance  
Failure 
A function 

 

Pronoun  
Plenty 

Year 5 Adjectives  
Astonished 

Verbs  
Attempt 

Adverbs  
Approximately 

Nouns 
  

Prefixes/Suffixes 

-tious and cious 



 

Delicate 
Extraordinary 

Familiar/unfamiliar 
Fascinating  

Flexible (Both meanings) 
Obvious 

Pleasant 

Restless(ly) 
Sacred  

Similar 
Timid 
Triumphant 

Unrealistic/realistic 

Vital 

Avoid 
Consider 
(Reconsider) 
Disguise 
Ensure 
Glance 
Hesitate 
Tackle 
(Something) 
Vary (Varied) 
 

Dreadfully  
Fairly (quite) 
Gradually 
Unlikely  

Advice 

A benefit 

(Beneficial) 

An impact 
Destination 
Mischief 
Relation/Relative 
Territory 

-cial and –tial 
-ous and –our 
-tion/-sion/-cian 
-ency and –ancy 
-able and –ably 
-ible and –ibly 
Co- 

Year 6 Adjectives  
Accompanied by 
Alarmed  
Desirable 
Devoted 
Remote 
Unbearable/bearable 
 

Verbs  
Implore 
Produce 
Satisfy 
(Satisfaction) 
 

Adverbs  
Hardly 
Precisely 

Scarcely 

Nouns 
Donation 

Hazard 
Obstacle 

 

 



 

Reading- KS2 

Set Phrases 

 

Words children need for answering test questions 

 

It is said that…/It is believed that…/It is thought that… 

Recent studies show… 

It is due to… 

Until recently, 

There has been speculation 

This differs from 

There are numerous_____ 
During that time, 
As a result of____, 
Even today, 
Despite what many people think, 
It stands to reason that, 

Originally thought to be,  
With the exception of, 
Strangely enough, 

 

Find a phrase that indicates___ 

Which seasons are mentioned? 

Copy a phrase 

Match the statements 

Put a ring round the phrase 

Find a copy a phrase that suggests____ 

What do these words imply? 

Explain referring to the text. 

Use evidence to support your answer 

Draw a line to the word which is closest in meaning 

Name a characteristic. 

From whose perspective is the story written? 

Circle the correct option. 

According to the text, 

Based on the text, 

 

 

 

 

 


