
 
Duncombe Primary School 

Curriculum Intent Statement 
At Duncombe Primary School, our curriculum is designed to build knowledge and skills by meeting               
these objectives:  
 

● To encourage pupils to become ambitious, empowered learners who can make a positive             
contribution to the school and wider community. 

● To develop pupils’ knowledge and skills by providing a coherent, progressive, vertical curriculum. 
● To develop meta-cognition in our pupils, using the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ to aid              

pupils’ ability to ‘learn to learn.’ 
● To build rich ‘cultural capital’ that will advantage our pupils as they progress to secondary school                

and the world of work. 
● To make learning experiences memorable, to ensure long-term retention of new ideas, with the              

regular use of digital technologies and with a whole-school focus on environmental issues. 
● To develop a wide vocabulary among our pupils, through regular talk, so they are well-equipped               

with a rich understanding of language so that they may become articulate orators.    

School values 

Our school values and aims support our curriculum and work together to ensure that our pupils are                 
successful; academically, but personally and socially too. We aim to equip our children with the               
essential knowledge and key learning skills needed to succeed, with a curriculum that promotes              
communication, critical thinking, and creativity. 

At Duncombe Primary, we recognise that every child is unique. Our curriculum is inclusive; not only is it                  
diverse in content, but our teaching staff adapt the curriculum in their lessons to make it accessible to                  
different groups of children, including disadvantaged pupils, and those with English as an Additional              
Language and Special Education Needs and Disabilities.  

We celebrate the rich diversity of our pupils and strive to ensure that their wellbeing and safety is                  
embedded in all that we do. Children at Duncombe are ready, respectful, and safe: they learn to be                  
respectful towards others, build self-esteem and confidence in their abilities and draw on each other’s               
strengths. 

Progressive framework of knowledge and skills 

To develop the school’s curriculum, we identified ‘essential knowledge’ and ‘key vocabulary’ that pupils              
should learn. The curriculum is designed as a vertical accumulation of knowledge and skills. We build                
upon knowledge by making links to prior learning. Lessons are carefully sequenced to ensure that               
learning is revisited, built upon, and used as a foundation to acquire new learning. Learning               
experiences are planned to aid understanding. By breaking down the learning into small steps and               
memorable experiences, learning goes from the short to the long-term memory. Our curriculum is              
designed to provide depth, breadth, and balance and to be relevant and meaningful to the lives of our                  
pupils.  

Alongside the ‘essential knowledge’, we take the skills progression from the EYFS Statutory             
Framework, the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning,’ from EYFS all the way up to Year 6. This is                 
because we recognise that these are essential skills for learning, and for life. Throughout our               
curriculum, children are given the opportunity to develop their engagement with learning, their             



motivation, and their thinking skills. Children at Duncombe are taught to develop critical curiosity,              
reasoning and reflection, motivation, and resilience.  

Cultural capital 

During their time at Duncombe, our pupils accumulate ‘cultural capital’ by being exposed to the vital                
background knowledge and range of cultural experiences required to become active, informed,            
thoughtful citizens. We aim to use our local community effectively and want pupils to benefit from the                 
fantastic opportunities that living in London offers. We ensure that our pupils have access to the many                 
local museums, galleries, and exhibitions in our exciting, multicultural city. 

We recognise that when accruing ‘cultural capital,’ a child’s family plays a huge role. We include                
parents regularly in what we do, with opportunities for them to join in our lessons at school, come along                   
on trips and see shows, as well as providing parents with classes and support. Our parent workshops                 
equip parents with the skills to support their children’s learning, but also to develop their own.  

Learning experiences with links to environmental issues and digital discovery 

Learning at Duncombe is designed to be memorable. We have two whole school themes:              
‘Environmental Issues’ and ‘Digital Discovery.’ These two themes are interwoven throughout our           
curriculum, providing authentic contexts for learning, and equipping our children to take on two of the                
biggest challenges facing the world today. Annual topics linked to the environment provide an              
opportunity to link science, humanities, the arts, and social and emotional development.  

Our emphasis on ‘Digital Discovery’ ensures that pupils gain the skills that will help them access the                 
workplace of the future. From EYFS onwards, pupils develop their ICT capabilities through access to               
technology on which they can research, present their ideas, present data, map, record ideas and use                
games to learn. They will also develop their use of digital technology, by learning to create programs,                 
program existing systems, code different animations simulations and debug incorrect code. Duncombe            
pupils are ‘e-safe’, with regular workshops from outside providers.  

Every year group has the opportunity to take part in a wide range of visits and workshops, in addition                   
to special curriculum days and topic weeks. Some examples include taking part in the Islington schools                
11 by 11 charter, Climate Change marches, International Evening, British Science week, RE days and               
Black History month workshops. 

Where we can, children will meet experts and specialist visitors, who may be parents or from the local                  
community, who can help bring the curriculum to life. These memorable learning experiences broaden              
childrens’ horizons and encourage them to tackle new challenges and be daring when faced with               
something new or undiscovered.  

Word power & communication  

We know that one of the keys to addressing disadvantage and ensuring success is developing a wide                 
vocabulary in our pupils. Our teachers use specialist vocabulary and explore the meanings of words.               
We help children unlock language by working on word building and finding opportunities to use new                
vocabulary in context. We give pupils regular chances to talk, and learn the fluency and confidence                
needed to address a variety of audiences. We promote adventurous vocabulary through the use of               
high-quality texts woven throughout our curriculum.  

Our broad, balanced, and knowledge-rich curriculum, underpinned by the year on year accumulation of              
key learning skills, ensures that every pupil at Duncombe makes excellent progress not just              
academically, but personally as well. They are informed about the challenges facing their environment              
and have the digital capabilities they need to access an increasingly digital world. Children leave               
Duncombe with a solid foundation of the key skills gained through meaningful learning experiences              
and with the cultural capital that they need to succeed. 
 
Please see the Teaching and Learning policy and Curriculum Statements for each subject for further 
information. 


