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Message from the headteacher: 
 
Dear parents and carers, 

It has been another busy week at Duncombe.I have been walking around all the 
classrooms and am delighted at how hard the children and teachers are working. We 
know that lots of children may need to catch-up after six months out of school but we 
are also delighted at the progress so many have made being taught at home by you. 
Thank you to all our ‘parent teachers’. 

Wishing you a happy Friday and lovely weekend, 

Helen  

 

 
New staff member of the week:  

My name is Kerrie Redmond and I am the new Early Years 
phase leader. I’m very excited to have joined Duncombe and 
to be part of such a dedicated team. Before coming to 
Duncombe, I worked in Enfield teaching Reception and then 
Key Stage 2. Reception is the most amazing year to teach 
(sorry to the other year groups!) as you are helping the 
children develop as complete individuals and giving them the 
foundation they need to become lifelong learners. I am 
passionate that no child should ever be underestimated, 
every single young person is capable of incredible things 
and it’s our privilege as teachers to help them grow. 

 

 

 



 

Garden Classroom: 

The children and staff LOVED their Recovery and Wellness Days with the Garden 
Classroom (Year 1’s turn on Monday). Being immersed in nature and having the 
opportunity to explore and learn through play outdoors was wonderful for the children. 
They were busy painting pebbles, wapping leaves and berries with a hammer to make 
bunting flags, climbing trees, making dens and gathering natural treasures! I lost count 
of how many said "I love this" or "this is so much fun" throughout the day, and 
afterwards. The staff too enjoyed the luxury of having time and space to talk with each 
child from their class and nurture bonds which are so important in primary school. Such 
a positive way to start a school year, particularly following the national lockdown this 
year.  
To learn more please visit their website: https://www.thegardenclassroom.org.uk/ 

  
 
P.E. 
We take P.E. very seriously at Duncombe and want to give your children as many opportunities 
to improve their fitness and develop their athletic ability as possible. We have added an extra 
P.E. lesson to the timetable and teachers have been getting extra training! 

 



Important Messages: 

Attendance- Unfortunately, our attendance has dropped this week. It is extremely 
important that children come to school every day. This is because if they miss some 
learning, it can affect how well they do in their next lesson. It is particularly important 
that children are in school every day at the moment as children are catching up on 
essential learning they have missed during lockdown. We know that children cannot 
come to school if they are unwell but please make sure your child is in school if they are 
well enough to be there. If you have a cold and a sniffle, this is not COVID. A high 
temperature of 37.5 and a dry, persistent cough are symptoms and should be checked. 

RWI: 
Children in KS1 have started their Read Write Inc phonics lessons. Please ensure they 
are reading at home every day and that they are using their phonics to help them read 
words. 
 
Lost Property- It is very important that children have their name on their clothing so we 
can return items to the correct child. 

Medication -If you still need to bring in any medication for your child it is vital that you 
do this as soon as possible. Take it to the office so you can sign the relevant forms 

New playground equipment - Please ensure your child does not play on the 
playground equipment at the end of the day. If there is an accident there may not be a 
qualified first aider around to help and it means children are playing with children who 
are not in their bubble. 

 

 

 
 

 


