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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week at Duncombe we have been focusing on well-being post-lockdown. Every class
from year 1 to 6 has had a morning or afternoon session with the Garden Classroom.
Children have made dream catchers, climbed trees, toasted marshmallows and most
importantly, had the opportunity to talk 1-1 with their teacher about how they are feeling.
We have also been holding pupil progress meetings to look at the progress and attainment of
all children across the school. From these meetings we have clear action plans for any pupil
who is struggling in the core areas of English and Maths.
It is so important that parents ensure that you listen to your child read every day, if they are
fluent then make sure that your child is spending thirty minutes of quiet time reading. Doodle
Maths is proving to be very effective, please make sure that your child has time to log on and
complete at least twenty minutes every day.
Next week is bank holiday and on Thursday we are a polling station for the local elections.
Google classroom will be back for online learning on Thursday and we will also be sending
home paper work packs for those children who do not have internet access.
Have a lovely bank holiday and see you all on Tuesday.
Best wishes
Helen

Dates for your diary:
Thursday 7 th May- School closed as being used as a Polling Station- Google Classroom
instead
Friday 28 th May- last day of summer term 1(Half-term Monday 31 st May to Friday 4 th June)
Monday 7 th June- Children return for summer term 2
Friday 23 rd July – End of term (half day)

School Attendance
Julia Donaldson
78%

Isaac Newton
99%

Eric Carl
90%

Michael Faraday
100%

Judith Kerr
93%

William Shakespeare
96%

Tony Ross
92%

Charlotte Bronte
97%

Earnest Shackleton
90%

Martin Luther King
99%

Francis Drake
99%

Emmeline Pankhurst
98%

Florence Nightingale
91%

Nelson Mandela
98%

Marie Curie
89%

Winston Churchill
96%

Celebration Awards
Julia Donaldson 2-year olds: Kario
For being a great member to little nursery. He has been
exploring nursery and getting to know his new friends.
He has settled really well.
Well done, Kario.

Florence Nightingale Year 2: Abdurahman
Abdurahman is working hard to listen carefully and
follow instructions. He has shown himself to be a top
tidier to keep our classroom environment organised and
neat!

Eric Carle Nursery: Zara
For settling in our nursery really well and for being a good
role model for both work and behaviour. Well done, Zara!
You are a little star!

Marie Curie Year 2: Lacey
Lacey has been an absolute superstar this term! She
has been amazing me with her fantastic writing this
week. She always makes sure to add exciting
vocabulary to make her writing as creative as possible. It
is always a joy to read her work.

Tony Ross: Batul
For having an amazing week and trying really hard with
her rainbow fish writing.
&
Cleo for writing her numbers to 20 beautifully.
Judith Kerr Reception: Fatima
Fatima for her fantastic writing about the Rainbow Fish
and using her phonic knowledge to help to spell words
&
Oliver for persevering with his writing and using his
phonics knowledge to help him to sound out words
Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Princess
For coming in the week with a positive attitude to learning.
She has been working independent in writing and maths
and has produced some excellent work. Keep up the
great work princess!
Francis Drake Year 1: Zeeshan
For always trying his best, he puts 110% into all his work.
Zeeshan has shown he is very sensible and was awarded
a platinum card for his participation during the Garden
Classroom by Siri. We are very proud of him! Well done
Zeeshan.

Isaac Newton Year 3: Fatima
For always trying her best and helping others. Fatima
never gives up! She is a resilient learner who has made
tremendous progress since joining Duncombe. Keep up
the wonderful work. We are very proud of you and your
attitude towards learning.
Michael Faraday Year 3: Yunis
Yunis has being trying very hard this week, especially
with his Maths. Yunis is also improving his language
skills and it is lovely to see how confident he is
becoming. He always wants to show off his learning and
is a ray of sunshine in the classroom!
Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Mohamed S
For settling into Charlotte Bronte class well. Mohamed is
a joy and we are so glad he is part of the class.
William Shakespeare Year 4: Katie
Katie has joined Duncombe this week and has made
an amazing impression! She has been enthusiastic,
confident and super friendly. What a lovely addition to
William Shakespeare. Well done!

Martin Luther King Year 5: Ecrin
Ecrin has worked tremendously hard on her English writing this week. She has thought carefully about the success
criteria and used the word bank to help her with her vocabulary choice. Keep up the hard work Ecrin!
Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Meerb
Meerb has settled in great at Duncombe! She is always ready and respectful in class, contributing to class
discussion and listening to others. She has a great attitude towards learning and always puts in 100%. Well done
Meerb, keep up the hard work

Nelson Mandela Year 6: Anthony
Anthony made our new pupil feel welcome and supported her with her by translating English to Spanish. I'm pleased
to see this caring side to him and proud to have him in my class.
Winston Churchill Year 6: Ellies
For her positive attitude to her learning. She is really working hard to follow our Duncombe ASPIRE values. She
shows enthusiasm when asked to do any job, she perseveres with her learning even when she finds something
difficult and we have noticed how respectful she is to staff. I’m very proud of her.

Parent Messages
Garden Classroom Wellness Days
Wow! What a success these have been again. Years 1 – 6 all enjoyed time in the Peace Garden in Elthorne
Park building fires, cooking toffee apples on them, whittling wood and getting creative and of course, climbing
trees. They learnt about the history of the park and how to enjoy the using tools like fire and wood safely.
Every child had some special one on one time with their class teacher too.
“This is the best day of my life!” was one quote from a Year 6 child!

Year 6
King and Noor conducted Scientific Investigations by designing gliders and measuring the mean distance
between the standard and the glider with the independent variable.

Year 5
Year 5 have been experimenting with filters. We learned how and why people needed clean water and then
explored different filters. We observed the change in the water using magnifying glasses.

Year 4
We have been convincing people to live on the left side of Old London Bridge in Year 4. The children have
been doing lots of peer editing and improving. We’ve had a lot of fun!

Year 3
Year three has had a fantastic week! Not only have we been writing wonderful and exciting pirate adventure
stories but we have also been very busy building fires and learning about the environment at the
Garden classroom. Year 3 are also champions of Doodle maths again. Well done year 3!

Year 2
In Year 2, we have been doing a number investigation. We have been using different number cards to help
find out our answers.

Year 1
In year 1 we have been learning all about marine life. We designed our sea life creatures and then made them
with clay. We had lots of fun and learnt a lot about sea life so far. such as: Octopuses have 3 hearts and blue
blood and that Dolphins sleep with one eye open

Reception
The children in Tony Ross and Judith Kerr have been working really hard this week on descriptive writing for
the story of 'The Rainbow Fish'. They made their own wise octopus and wrote some wise words for 'The
Rainbow Fish'.

Nursery
Oliver is making a pasta bracelet.
This is an excellent way to build up fine motor skills by practicing threading and talking about the shapes as
well. You are a star, Oliver!

2 Year Olds
This is Bulent, it’s his first week back with us. He has been showing us how to hold a pen and is trying really
hard with his writing. Look at how neat and the concentration. Just amazing.

Reading Road Map
All children have access to Reading Road Map books for their year group and can work their way through lots
of new and wonderful books to read, under different genres. A special mention goes to Ruwaida Abdala in
MLK class. She finished 40 of the Year 5&6 books and received the first Platinum certificate! She has
persevered with the challenge and of course had a lot of enjoyment from reading all those books.

The Parent House Gardening and Walking Clubs
Local organisation, The Parent House, are resuming their gardening and walking clubs on Friday 30th April.
The Walking Club meets every Friday at 10am and the Gardening Club every Friday at 2pm. They run for an
hour, during term time. You can find out more or register your interest by emailing: anita@theparenthouse.co.uk

Online Zumba for parents
Bright Start offer Zumba fun on Thursdays 1:30-2:30pm on Zoom. It’s a fun and energetic class and is suitable
for parents and children. You can book by email and will be sent a link 24 hours in advance:
BrightStartSouth@islington.gov.uk

Well-being tip of the week
Time
Time is a precious gift. Spending your time wisely feels good. Spending time with others and helping others
has a double benefit and can leave both people feeling better. As restrictions are lifting, make plans to spend
some time reconnecting with people safely outdoors.

