Duncombe Primary School
Newsletter
28.01.2022

Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week we have been very busy at Duncombe. Jessie, Caroline and
I have watched maths being taught across the school and are delighted
by what we saw. Your children are working so hard from nursery to year
6 and the teachers are teaching high quality maths lessons across the
school. Ask your child what they have been learning in maths this week.
We appreciate all the hard work and effort from families supporting
children’s learning, especially during the pandemic. We know that we
asked children to use Google Classroom and we are continuing to use
this for homework and some learning. We also use Doodle Maths for
maths homework which we know has great results. There are lots of
really great educational and fun games on the internet.
However, many children are often interested in Gaming and Social
Media and sadly many platforms are designed for adults and to be
addictive because companies make money
from advertising and keeping users there as long as possible!
We urge parents to have strict boundaries on screens and devices in
bedrooms. There is endless research that:
- excessive use of technology close to bedtime impacts sleep and
that children should go to bed reading a book and the bedroom
completely tech free.
-poor sleep and bedtime routine directly impact’s a child’s performance
in learning and sport, as well as performance in exams incl SATs
There is a wonderful helpline for families and adults, open each school
night https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleep-helpline
And lots of advice on managing technology safely for families here
https://www.internetmatters.org https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keepingchildren-safe/online-safety
Next week we will be launching the Duncombe Digital Charter……
Have a lovely weekend and stay safe,
Best wishes

Helen

VENUE
HIRE

We offer spacious locations
across the school premises,
including kitchen facilities, a
sound system and equipment to
help accommodate your
bookings.
Rates start from £20.00 per
hour.
Please contact the lettings
email for any enquiries
Lettings@duncombeprimary.
co.uk
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The whole school’s attendance for this week is 94%

Celebration Awards
Julia Donaldson: Sahra
Sahra came back to nursery this week full of smiles and
has been enjoying all the different activities with her
friends. Welcome back Sahra!
Eric Carle: Sercan
Amazing maths this week! You were showing such
enthusiasm looking for 2D shapes around the
environment! Well done Sercan
Tony Ross Reception: Kayan
For always asks questions during learning to find out
more information to extend his learning and knowledge.
For always trying his hardest every day even when he
finds things tricky or has to go back over something.
Judith Kerr Reception: Mayeda
You are talking to me much more these last two weeks,
it is lovely hearing your voice and seeing your
confidence grow.
Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Beth
Beth is an extremely kind member of our class. She has
been showing amazing ambition in her writing this
week. She has been working hard on using fantastic
adjectives. Well done!
Francis Drake Year 1: Mahdi
Mahdi has blown me away this week with his writing. He
has been using exciting adjectives to describe the
Gruffalo and has shown a lot of independence

Florence Nightingale: Aamin
Aamin has been working incredibly hard in her
writing. Her innovative diary entry was excellent
and I am so proud of her! Keep it up Aamin!
Marie Curie: Mazie
This week Mazie has worked incredibly hard with
her writing. I am beyond impressed with the
amount of writing she has produced and her
determination to make it perfect! Keep it up!
Isaac Newton Year 3: Abdurahman
For amazing progress in all areas of his learning.
Abdurahman has been focused and working hard
to meet his targets. He has shown great resilience
and ambition in his learning this week. Well done
Abdurahman. You are a super star learner!
Michael Faraday Year 3: Keanna
For showing a wonderful attitude to her learning
and being a wonderful role model. She has shown
a lot of ambition in her Maths and English lessons
and has been very helpful. around the classroom.
Thank you and congratulations Keanna!
Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Mysie
For showing respect to everyone.
Thank you Mysie - you are a star!
William Shakespeare Year 4: Amon
For making so much progress in reading lessons.
He gives great contributions and is such a
positive learner! Well done!

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Hamza
I am extremely proud of Hamza’s behaviour and work- since coming back from Christmas, he has transformed
himself as a learner. In Reading, he is always eager to start the work and answer the questions to the best of
his ability. He has taken great pride in his Maths work and shown a remarkable improvement in his
presentation. This week, he has also demonstrated that he can use the Chromebook effectively to conduct
research into Viking warriors, as well as working sensibly with a partner. Great work Hamza- keep it up!
Martin Luther King Year 5: Aaron
Aaron has been working really hard in maths. He has persevered when working with larger numbers and
shown real resilience. Well done Aaron!
Winston Churchill Year 6: Mostafa
For working really hard in English and maths this week. He has been following instructions and has been really
focused on his work.
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Melike
Melike conducted some extensive independent research on Victorian workhouses in preparation for our nonchronological report. This is the highest form of learning and I am immensely proud of her.

Fantastic Work
Year 6
Madiha continues to make excellent progress in her writing which already includes the Year 6 statements in a
non-contrived manner. I’m very proud of her efforts.

Year 5

Year 4
Year four children are learning their times tables. They are making and playing games to help them
remember and recall at speed

.
Year 3
This week Year 3 investigated dissolving by adding substances to water.

Year 2
Year 2 enjoyed a trip to Whittington Park last week where they had the chance to search for insects
and pond dipping.

Reception
We have been busy prepping for our moon picnic this week, writing invitations and ingredient lists we
need to cook banana bread. We had lots of fun baking over the last two days and are excited for the
picnic on Friday.

Nursery
We have started making a red dragon to celebrate the Lunar New Year! Next week we will add the eyes,
nostrils and teeth along with the body using fabric. We will then take it in turns to do the dragon dance to
music! Yay!

Parent Messages
This was Duncombe's inaugural times table competition for KS2 and we saw some amazing
performances. Children all worked really hard to improve their times table skills.
In an incredibly close competition we had joint winners for lower KS2 with Bemir and Yasrab ending
up as joint champions. In upper KS2 the winner, by only one point, was Ajani! An excellent
performance from all our class winners who all received medals. As well as our most improved
tablers who also won medals for their impressive efforts. Well done everyone and good luck in the
summer competition!

