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Message from the Headteacher
Dear parents and carers,
It has been a fantastic week at Duncombe, despite the sudden drop in
temperature. Nelson Mandela class have been on their ‘Into University ‘
week and as I write this will be visiting Cambridge university.
We continue to work very hard on early reading here at Duncombe. In
reception, the children have been enjoying our ‘secret readers’. Help
the Reception classes celebrate reading by signing up to be a secret
reader! Each week a secret mystery guest, be it parent, carer or
teacher, is smuggled into the classroom under the cover of darkness (a
sheet) to read or tell a story to the class. The secret part is that the
children have no idea who is coming in to read to them! See the office
to book in.
Some of our year 3 and 4 pupils attended a ‘Tag Rugby’ inter school
competition at market road. Although they didn’t win the whole
competition, they beat Yerbury and drew with St.John’s.
The highlight of the week for me was attending the Navigator Square
Christmas lights being turned on. The Duncombe School choir
performed and were absolutely brilliant singing their hearts out in front
of a crowd of hundreds of people. The Leader of the Council, Councillor
Kaya Comer- Schwartz turned on the lights and reminded the audience
of the dark times we have all been through in the past eighteen months.
It was lovely to feel that we are heading into a slightly more festive
season than last year.
Having said that, Covid cases do continue to rise and along with the flu
season, our risk assessment, in line with Public Health, is that we
cannot do live performances this Christmas. I know that this will be
really disappointing to you but I am not prepared to risk the health of
staff and the community before their much deserved holidays. Parents
evenings will also be remote. Look out for a letter about these meetings
and the remote Christmas concerts.

Dates for your diary:
5th December – Christmas
Market in school playground
17th December – End of term –
School Closes at 12:30pm

Christmas Market
5th December
11-3pm
We are hosting a Christmas
Market NEXT SUNDAY! selling
decorations, clothing, handmade
items and more
Please come along and support
us!
To hire a stall and sell items,
please contact the email below
Duncombecarbootn19@gmail.
com

Have a lovely weekend and stay safe.
Helen

Extended Day
Dear parents and carers,
please remember Duncombe
offers wrap around care from
7am until 6pm, Monday to
Friday. Breakfast club is
available at just £1.50 per day
and after school activities
starting from just £2!

School Attendance

Julia Donaldson
87%

Isaac Newton
95%

Eric Carle
84%

Michael Faraday
97%

Judith Kerr
89%

William Shakespeare
95%

Tony Ross
89%

Charlotte Bronte
92%

Earnest Shackleton
95%

Martin Luther King
100%

Francis Drake
94%

Emmeline Pankhurst
96%

Florence Nightingale
95%

Nelson Mandela
96%

Marie Curie
97%

Winston Churchill
95%

The whole school’s attendance for this week is 96%

Celebration Awards
Julia Donaldson 2-year olds: Aliyah
Aliyah is starting to gain more confidence little nursery. She is
starting to talk to us and has started to explore the nursery on
her own. Aliyah has also been a big girl coming into nursery
this week without crying.

Florence Nightingale Year 2: Kyra
I am so impressed with how Kyra is working in maths.
She is full of enthusiasm and is always ready to learn.
She has become an independent learner and is a great
role model to others. Keep it up Kyra!

You're a star!
Eric Carle Nursery: Olivia B

For settling into Nursery so independently and having so
much enthusiasm whilst here. You are a superstar Olivia!
Tony Ross: Treiko
Treiko has been working very hard during our phonics
sessions this week. His handwriting and drawing are
improving so much. He is also very respectful and kind to his
peers and the adults. Keep up the excellent work, Treiko!
Judith Kerr Reception: Dylan
You are talking so much more and are showing fantastic
active listening during carpet times.I can tell you are learning
so much.
Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Abdi
Abdi has shown an amazing attitude to school. He is learning
to make the right choices by sitting on the carpet and
listening. He is becoming more and more independent with
his work. Well done!!
Francis Drake Year 1: Mila
Mila always puts so much effort into her work and this is
showing in her amazing maths work. She is a very helpful
member of the class and is the first to volunteer if anyone
needs help. Well done Mila!

Marie Curie Year 2: Mustafa
This week, Mustafa has been a calm and hard working
member of the class. Mustafa has shown he can sit
quietly and work independently and I am so proud of
him! Keep it up!
Isaac Newton Year 3: Kayla
Kayla has been super focused this week. She has tried
her best in every lesson and been helping her friends
with their reading. She has shown enthusiasm and
ambition in and outside the classroom.
Michael Faraday Year 3: Djorn
Well done Djorn, you have been very focused this week
and done an amazing job calming yourself down. Your
Maths work has been brilliant and you’ve been sharing
your ideas in Reading.
Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Mohsin
For his respectful behaviour. Thank you Mohsin - you
are a star!
William Shakespeare Year 4: Najma
Najma is a wonderful young person full of enthusiasm
and hard work. Her face lighting up when she has
perservered with something and ends up getting it
right is amazing! Well done!

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Deedee
Deedee has been persevering with her Maths work this week. She has become more independent and confident in class.
Well done Deedee, keep it up!
Martin Luther King Year 5: Tony
Tony is improving his writing immensely. He showed great enthusiasm hunting for new vocabulary on Parkland Walk and
has worked hard to develop his character in class. Keep up the hard work Tony!
Winston Churchill Year 6: Corey
I am so impressed by the poem Corey wrote for our Zone Poetry competition. He thought carefully about the theme and
wrote a beautiful poem that was very thoughtful and wonderful to read. Well done Corey!

Nelson Mandela Year 6:

Fantastic Work
Year 6

As part of Anti-bullying week, Year 6 worked on having 7 Days of Kindness. They worked hard at being kind to
others; trying one kind word, doing nice things for other people and always being polite. Hopefully these
positive strategies will continue all year!

Year 5

As part of our writing unit, Year 5 went on a walk to Parkland Walk. We searched for vocabulary to describe
the setting and thought about how we can use this vocabulary to improve our writing. Year 5 had a brilliant
time hunting and learning new vocabulary!

Year 4

In Religious Education, we are exploring identity, and how our beliefs and values can form part of
who we are. For Jannat, Islam is important to her, as well as friends, family, celebrations and school.

We are learning about the lives of Simran and Vraj, two British Hindu children. Yonatan is showing
that Simran’s vegetarianism, which is linked with her Hindu faith, is part of her identity.

Year 3

In English, to prepare for our story writing, Year 3 transformed into animals and described the
strange experience, putting themselves in the shoes of Mr Gregg.
Year 1

In year 1 we have been learning about how tens and ones make up a number. We have been
identifying the tens and the ones and writing the number. This week we used paint to print numicon in
order to make our teen numbers.

Reception

This week we started our new core book ‘Stick Man’. We have had so much fun getting to know the
story - we explored the outside gardens for sticks to make our own stick men. Some of the children
have made great progress with their phonics skills and are writing CVC words relating to the story.

Nursery

This week Nursery have been busy focusing on the number 3. We have spent time this week writing
and counting objects up to three, we have also been busy thinking up different ways to make three
using our hands.

2 Year Olds

We have been busy this week, making our home corner into a shop. We have been writing our
shopping lists, paying with buttons, weighing the food on scales, tasting some of the fruit and we
have been putting the food back in the correct place. We are using our voices to ask each other what do you want? Can I have…? That is... , here is your change and not forgetting our ‘Please’ and
‘Thank you’. We are having a great time.

Parent Messages
Parent coffee mornings
We are happy to announce that coffee morning will be starting up again. These will be held every Friday
morning from 9-10am in the bottom hall. Please see the timetable below for different sessions that will be
taking place this half term.
December 3rd

Children Emotional wellbeing

December 10th

Christmas activities in Islington for the holidays

Navigator Square Lights Opening
'On Wednesday the Duncombe choir were the headline act at the Archway Christmas lights switch
on! It was a fantastic performance with a huge crowd and we are so proud of them.
From left to right: Dila, Zehra, Mason, Chloe, Yosan, Tatyana, Djorn, Keanna, Victoria, Elijah, Salma,
Manuella, Nazli, Esila, Sylia, Melis, Charlie, Tony and Najiba'

