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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
Reducing Covid
Transmissions in January 2022
Firstly, thanks for all your support and cooperation so far this term as we
all get to grips with understanding and interpreting new guidance and
advice from the government, the DfE and Islington Education on Covid
testing, Covid reporting and Covid isolation! And now, the self-isolation
period has been cut to 5 days! We currently only have a handful of staff
absent with Covid, and have around 8 children from across the school
at home isolating with Covid, many asymptomatic.
We have updated and amended the Remote Learning Strategy this
week -it can be found on the school website by accessing the Home &
Remote Learning on the left on the main page. The strategy has taken
account of children at home due to Covid, who need to keep up with
their learning in a meaningful way. (Obviously, only if they are well
enough). On the day after we learn of a child at home, the class teacher
will send a week's overview of learning with 3 sessions a day -Maths,
English and one other. The overview will include links to video lessons,
worksheets etc and will be posted via Google Classroom. As always,
please do not feel that your child needs to complete all of the activities,
it is meant to ensure that learning can continue if possible.
The children have all been very busy as usual in class and around
school. I have seen some brilliant writing in Year 2 and Year 3, and
some very good phonics learning in Y1, as well as some great junk
modelling in the Nursery. The whole school continues to focus on Times
Tables catch-up this term. Jessie, our fabulous Maths co-ordinator will
be introducing an exciting new challenge to KS2 children on Monday.
Thirty year 6 children will be starting Saturday booster sessions. A big
thank you to our dedicated staff for giving up some of their weekend to
work with the children.
I hope you all have a good weekend.
Take care, keep well and stay safe.

Helen

All primary school staff at
Duncombe will continue to do
routine lateral flow testing three
times a week. We also
encourage all Duncombe
families aged 11 and over to do
routine lateral flow testing as an
important and effective way to
help reduce the spread of the
infection across our community.

VENUE
HIRE

We offer spacious locations
across the school premises,
including kitchen facilities, a
sound system and equipment
to help accommodate your
bookings.
Rates start from £20.00 per
hour.
Please contact the lettings
email for any enquiries
Lettings@duncombeprimar
y.co.uk
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The whole school’s attendance for this week is 95%

Celebration Awards
Julia Donaldson: King
King has settled in to the 2-year olds wonderfully. He is
always happy and kind to his friends. He is a joy to have
in our class!
Eric Carle: Ayaz
For settling into Nursery so independently and having
so much enthusiasm whilst here. You are a superstar
Ayaz!
Tony Ross Reception: Muzainah
For returning to school with an excellent attitude and
improved concentration. Well done! You are a star!
Judith Kerr Reception: Sofiane
Well done Sofiane - you are paying much better
attention and showing improved active listening at
carpet times.
Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Ayub
Ayub has been showing a lot of ambition this week. He
has been really focusing on trying to do his work by
himself. Well done!
Francis Drake Year 1: Ludovica
She consistently works hard, she always tries her best
and will persevere if she is up against a challenge! Well
done Ludovica!
Florence Nightingale: Ibrahim
This week Ibrahim has been working incredibly hard
with his phonics! He is a role model to the rest of the
group as he is always focused and participating. Keep it
up!

Marie Curie: Sophia
Sophia has been joining in with class discussions
this week and is beginning to push herself with her
work. I was especially proud of her ambition when
we visited Whittington Park! Keep it up!
Isaac Newton Year 3: Lisa-Marie
Lisa Marie has been working very hard to improve
her handwriting which she has done very
successfully. Lisa is always showing respect to
others and independence when tackling difficult
situations. Well done Lisa! We are very proud of
you.
Michael Faraday Year 3: Djorn
Djorn has made a real effort in his learning and
when regulating his emotions, showing
perseverance. Djorn is working so hard to improve
his handwriting and has been supporting and
showing respect to his friends in the playground
when playing games. Congratulations Djorn, keep
up the good work.
Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Abdalla
For great progress in reading - well done!
William Shakespeare Year 4: Carla
For putting in so much enthusiasm and effort into
her times tables. She’s proud to show off her
hard work! You are a ray of sunshine!

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Soumeya
I have been very impressed with Soumeya’s Maths work over the past few weeks. She is always ready to
challenge herself by trying difficult questions. She carefully checks her answers and works well with a partnershe is an excellent role model, keep it up!
Martin Luther King Year 5: Jehan
Jehan always works hard and aims to do her best in every lesson. This week she has shone in maths. She
worked really hard to understand the bus stop method and did not give up! I am very proud of you Jehan.
Winston Churchill Year 6: Aman
Aman has really impressed me in maths this week. He has worked hard to persevere in some tricky fractions
lessons and is now able to solve equivalent fraction problems independently.
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Melis
Melis has worked really hard in all lessons by participating actively in lessons and when she was required to do
tasks, she did them to the best of her ability. Her ambition to learn is inspiring.

Fantastic Work
Year 6
Year 6 carried out an investigation this week to find out how their pulse rates vary when they carry out different
activities. Helen even joined in with a few star jumps! We are all really enjoying learning about how the heart
and circulatory systems function in science this term.

Year 5
Year 5 has been learning about how mixtures can be mixed in different ways. We learnt how to separate
mixtures using sieving, filtering and evaporating.

Year 4
In Year 4, we are studying James and the Giant peach. They used an extract from the text to draw a setting
description of the garden. They then used this to inspire their own setting description in English.

Year 3
Year 3’s new history topic is the Stone Age. To introduce the topic, we made cave paintings using chalk,
pastels and charcoal.

Year 2
Year 2 have been learning about the Great Fire of London in History. They learnt about how the fire spread so
quickly along Pudding Lane.

Year 1

Year 1
Year 1 has been exploring transport throughout history. This week in Art, we used different modes of
transport to make different types of prints.

Reception
Reception have continued their journey into space exploration and in maths have been learning
about capacity. This involved lots of fun water play as we tested the various containers.

Nursery

Nursery
Nursery had a great time with the garden classroom on Thursday morning. They spent time in the
garden listening to the story of Jack and the Beanstalk and decided which character they wanted to
be and acted out the story as a class. Great team work!

