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Message from the Headteacher
Dear parents and carers,
We have had a really lovely end to term this week. Elsie and her
team in the kitchen put on a fantastic feast on Wednesday for the
traditional school Christmas lunch. On the same day, EYFS
performed their nativity songs and actions beautifully. The whole
school enjoyed watching ‘Christmas with the Aliens’ today, well
done to all the KS1 children who did a fantastic and rousing
performance. It was a shame that parents couldn’t come in but Ruth
has done a beautiful job of filming and editing the shows and
parents can enjoy watching them at home when the link is sent.
Thank you all for sending in food and drink for the Christmas parties
today for the children’s Christmas parties.
At the end of term, we sadly have to say goodbye to Gemma, who
leads on the two-year old provision. Gemma has worked at
Duncombe for nineteen years. She has seen lots of changes and is
professional, calm and always smiling. I know that the whole school
community will be sending her their warmest wishes for her future
career.
The rest of the staff will be having a well-earned rest and returning
in January, refreshed and ready to start the new year. I am amazed
every day by the dedication and hard work of all of the staff at
Duncombe. I hope they have a well-deserved holiday.
Finally, we continue to live through incredibly challenging times.
Despite this, I hope that all of the families at Duncombe enjoy their
break and if you celebrate it, Christmas. We will see you all bright
and refreshed on Tuesday 4th January at 8.40am.
Happy holidays and stay safe,
Best wishes,

Helen

Dates for your diary:
4th January 2022 – We welcome all children back to school.

Reducing Covid
Transmissions by testing
before children return in
January 2022:
The London Borough of
Islington Education is asking
all parents of primary school
pupils that their children do
two LFD tests at home.
These should be taken 3-5
days apart, with the second
one the night before
returning to school after
the break. This measure
has been shown to be highly
effective at reducing the
spread of the virus in
secondary schools and by
taking this important action
at the beginning of term, we
can help to keep the number
of cases low in our primary
schools.
All primary school staff at
Duncombe will continue to
do routine twice-weekly
testing as usual, including
over the Christmas break.
We also encourage all
Duncombe families aged 11
and over to do routine lateral
flow testing as an important
and effective way to help
reduce the spread of the
infection across our
community.
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The whole school’s attendance for this week is

95%

Celebration Awards

Julia Donaldson 2-year olds: Livvi-Louise
We are so proud of you. You have shown us great
persistence with toilet training knowing you have found
this very hard.
You are our super star, Keep it up.
Eric Carle: Rayyan
For trying extra hard this term to independently put his
belongings away when coming into to school and
collecting them all when going home! You are a super
star Rayyan!
Tony Ross: Jasmine
I am proud of Jasmine for her beautiful singing in the
nativity. Your hard work at school and at home shone
through in your performance!
Well Done Jasmine.
Judith Kerr Reception: Arijon
For always being such a kind caring friend. Your
thoughtfulness is an inspiration to us all.
Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Abdulla
Abdulla is such a kind and caring member of our class.
He has been showing great perseverance in his writing
as he uses his phonics to sound out each word.
Amazing job!

Isaac Newton Year 3: Naeem
For being kind and caring. Naeem is the heart of
Year 3. He is always trying to help others and
follow the school rules. Naeem has shown great
ambition this week. You are a super star. Happy
Christmas.
Michael Faraday Year 3: Sohrab
Sohrab has made a real effort with his writing this
week, showing a lot of perseverance and ambition.
He is kind to the other members of his class and is
always ready to share his interesting ideas. Merry
Christmas Sohrab!
Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Lily-Rose
For kindness towards others. Lily is always
helping and looking after other people. When
children are upset, they often ask to sit with
Lily. Thank you, Lily, for being so kind and caring.
William Shakespeare Year 4: Carla
For making such an effort to be kind. Carla is a
ray of sunshine to teachers and peers. Thank
you, Carla, you brighten everyone’s day!

Francis Drake Year 1: Adam
Adam is always enthusiastic with everything he does.
He has grown in confidence and has produced a
beautiful, independent piece of writing about animals in
Science. Well done Adam!
Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Tiana
Tiana always puts 100% effort into everything she does. This week, I was particularly impressed with her
perseverance in our Science lesson when she was making a fact file. She showed that she can use a
chromebook and other sources of information sensibly, as well as working respectfully in a pair. She is a model
pupil- great work TT!
Martin Luther King Year 5: Christopher
Christopher has impressed me this week with his positive attitude and hard work. He has worked hard on his
report on Earth and Space and made sure his presentation was splendid. Keep this up Chris!
Winston Churchill Year 6: Tiana
Tiana always puts 100% effort into everything she does. This week, I was particularly impressed with her
perseverance in our Science lesson when she was making a fact file. She showed that she can use a
chromebook and other sources of information sensibly, as well as working respectfully in a pair. She is a model
pupil- great work TT!
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Mya
Mya took great pride in her writing task where she produced a persuasive brochure encouraging others to visit
Australia. She used most of the Year 6 standards showing that she is making steady progress in writing.

Fantastic Work
Year 6
Year 6 produced some excellent poems around the theme of Identity for the Islington
Zone Poetry competition. Michael Walsh came to share who they selected as semi-finalists for
Duncombe and Esila was selected for writing the winning Duncombe poem which she then
performed to us. Her poem is really wonderful, we are all very proud of her!

Year 5

Year 5
Year 5 created a fact file about Helen Sharman. We completed research and then shared what we
found out. Did you know she was the first British female to go into space?

Year 4
The Elf on the Shelf has been getting up to lots of mischief. We wrote miniature books about his
adventures.

Year 2
Year 2 loved their trip to the Tower of London last week. It was great to hear everything they
remembered about Kings and Queens from their History learning.

KS1 have been working incredibly hard over the past couple of weeks on their Winter Show Christmas With the Aliens. We have a few pictures of the children and were wondering whether we
could get some in the newsletter? We are so proud of the children and want all of the parents to see
their hard work!

Reception
Reception have been working hard on the EYFS nativity - I-Spy Christmas. They put a lot of hard
work into rehearsals and did some beautiful singing. We are so proud of all of you.

Nursery
This week Nursery had great fun with all of our Christmas celebrations! Finishing off our Christmas
cards, hats and tree decorations. Our full-time children enjoyed Christmas lunch in school! We
recorded our Nativity with Reception children and had our Christmas party where the snowman came
back to celebrate with us and we even had a visit from Father Christmas! WOW! we have been super
busy this week! Well done Nursery!

2 Year Olds
Thank you to Santa who came to our Christmas party. We had a magical time.
Gemma would also like to Thank everyone at Duncombe (Children, staff and parents) for all the gifts,
the beautiful messages and cards. I will miss you all and Thank you for making my time here a
magical one. Merry Christmas to you all.

Parent Messages
Pop up Foodbank in December
Bankuet and Soho Give are putting on a pop-up food bank for three days in December. No referral is
needed you can just turn up and get food if you need it.

•

•

Monday 20 - December 9am – 12pm

•

Tuesday 21 - December 9am – 12pm
Wednesday 22 - December 9am – 12pm

Venue: Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, London N1 0QH
Need extra support?
Islington’s Social, Emotional, Mental Health (SEMH) Services are available to support any
young person who may be having difficulties with their emotional wellbeing or mental health.
Our friendly Central Point of Access team is available to give advice and to signpost you to local
services who can help - call 020 7527 7400 at any time.
Family Support Workers
If you have a Family Support Worker they will continue to be in contact with you during this
period.
Our offices are currently closed. If you would like to speak to a Family Support Worker please call
020 7527 4343 from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday.
Helplines
If you have a concern or worry over the holidays please contact the NSPCC helpline where advice
and help can be given.
Help for adults concerned about a child
Call 0808 800 5000
Help for children and young people
Call ChildLine on 0800 1111 (this is a correct number)

