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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
This January we have been talking about resolutions and how to stay
fit and healthy. We have had a number of exciting new sports clubs
starting and are working to improve our school facilities. Islington
Table Tennis came and did a special display assembly yesterday for
all KS2 children. It was brilliant and will launch our new table tennis
club next Thursday after school when a selected group will be the first
to train with ex-International champion table tennis player, Barbara
Izyk. Barbara will be delivering a 2-hour programme on Thursday
afternoons. Barbara also delivers coaching programmes at Ambler
and Copenhagen primary schools in Islington.
We have also arranged for all year groups to start practising table
tennis one lunchtime a week, if they want.
Our weekly sport activity programme continues to expand. We are
now offering yoga classes after school on Monday’s. Football for girls
and boys is hugely popular and we are setting up basketball coaching
sessions after half-term. Don’t forget that there is a free junior park
run every week at https://www.parkrun.org.uk/caledonian-juniors/ .
We are also starting a weekly running club, more information to
follow.
All year groups continue to work hard to catch-up on the learning they
missed due to the pandemic. We are so impressed by the progress
that all children made in the first part of the year and thank you for
your continued support by reading with your children every day. Many
parents in KS1 find the ‘Teach Your Monster to Read’ programme
really useful, it can be used on any tablet or smartphone. The link is
here: https://www.teachyourmonster.org/
Unlike many schools in the borough, we have so far had very few
Covid cases amongst staff which means we continue to stay open.
Please continue to send your child in, even if a member of your family
has tested positive. If the child has a negative lateral flow, they must
come to school.
Have a lovely weekend and stay safe,
Best wishes

Helen

Dates for your diary:
15th January – Reception
Admissions Closed
19th January – Year 1 Trip to
Whittington Park

Reducing Covid
Transmissions in January 2022
All primary school staff at
Duncombe will continue to do
routine lateral flow testing three
times a week. We also
encourage all Duncombe
families aged 11 and over to do
routine lateral flow testing as an
important and effective way to
help reduce the spread of the
infection across our community.

VENUE
HIRE

We offer spacious locations
across the school premises,
including kitchen facilities, a
sound system and equipment to
help accommodate your
bookings.
Rates start from £20.00 per
hour.
Please contact the lettings
email for any enquiries
Lettings@duncombeprimary.
co.uk
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The whole school’s attendance for this week is 95.4%

Celebration Awards
Eric Carle: Faizah
For trying her hardest to follow the routine in Nursery!
This week you sat on the carpet independently and
showed such good looking and listening.
Tony Ross: Wassim
For trying really hard in our Phonics lessons this week.
And for just being amazing! I am especially proud of
your kindness. You are a star! Keep it up!
Judith Kerr Reception: Shohaib
What a super role model you have been this week,
being so polite and kind with a brilliant attitude to
learning.
Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Leela
Leela has been showing a lot more independence in her
work this week! She completed her history work on her
own and with little support by using the sounds she
knows to write sentences. Well done!
Francis Drake Year 1: Scarlett
She has put some much effort into her work this week.
She always has lots of enthusiasm when completing her
work. Everyone in Year 1 is very proud of her! Well
done!
Florence Nightingale: Atnatiwos
For being so enthusiastic in our writing lesson. He has
internalised our whole diary entry and helps the other
children if they’re stuck. Well done Atnatiwos, keep up
the good work.

Marie Curie: Nihan
This week Nihan has worked very hard to
internalise a diary entry. She has thought of great
actions and remembers key vocabulary. Well done!
Keep it up!
Isaac Newton Year 3: Isabella
For fantastic writing and maths work this week.
Isabella has been working super hard. She is also
trying her best to follow all the school rules. Keep
up the fabulous work Isabella! Well done!
Michael Faraday Year 3: Victoria
Victoria has shown a very positive attitude to her
learning this week and has shown real
perseverance in her writing and maths lessons.
She has been very kind and supportive to her
classmates and a positive role model to everyone
in Year 3! Congratulations Victoria.
Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Mason
For being so respectful to everyone at all times!
Well done Mason, you are so lovely!
William Shakespeare Year 4: Omar
For his positive attitude. Omar is an inspiring
young person with so much enthusiasm to give.
He is a pleasure to teach!

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Maazin
Maazin has been putting in lots of effort in our Maths lessons this term; he is eager to be independent in our
lessons and is always willing to push himself by trying a range of questions. I am extremely happy with his
perseverance and his enthusiasm- great work Maazin, keep it up!
Martin Luther King Year 5: Charlie
Charlie has worked really hard in understanding the written multiplication method. He listened carefully, applied
the steps and then showed perseverance in completing his work independently. Well done Charlie!
Winston Churchill Year 6: Chloe
Chloe has returned to school focused and is showing maturity by listening well in lessons and doing her best
when she receives a task. In maths she perseveres when work is challenging and produces great work.
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Jazmin
Jazmin works incredibly hard and is consistently one of our top readers and Doodle maths champions. She
works systematically, following all instructions given to her and her excellent scores reflect her outstanding
efforts. She is an example to all pupils at Duncombe.

Fantastic Work
Year 6
Year 6 are learning about the Victorians - especially about what life was like for Victorian children. They are
also reading Berlie Doherty’s, Street Child which has inspired our writing this week. To ensure her writing is of
a good standard, Sude here shows how to plan thoroughly and ensure that her work meets the standard
required for Year 6.

Year 5
This week, Year 5 started their new History topic - The Vikings! We looked at photos related to the
Vikings that had been hidden around the hall and made notes about what we noticed. We learnt that
the Vikings sailed to England by longship and they raided England, taking precious things, such as
gold and jewellery.

Year 4
Year 4 learnt a model text using a story map and can now say it with actions off by heart! They also
learnt new vocabulary and have been using it in sentences!

Year 3
Year 3 loved their trip this week. They looked at different rocks and minerals and even saw some
dinosaurs!

Year 2
Year 2 have started to learn their 2 times tables. They used arrays to help them show their
understanding.

Year 1
Year 1 children explored using different materials to create patterns and texture by using printing
techniques.

Reception
Reception have started their learning about Space, linked to our core book - Whatever Next!
Everyone has already learnt so much about Earth and outer Space as well as knowing the story
about Baby Bear who goes on his rocket to the moon.

Nursery
Nursery enjoyed their first drumming session with Noris this week. They danced to the rhythm of the drum!

