Duncombe Primary School
Newsletter
13.05.2022

Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week, year 6 did their SATs exams. It is worth remembering that
year 6 (like all other children) missed two years of vital education. The
last time that they were in school for a whole year was when they were
in year 3. This makes the achievement of sitting 5 externally set and
assessed tests all the more remarkable. Whatever the outcome, we are
really proud of each and every one of them.
You will have received your invitation to have lunch on the last day of
term (27th May), with your child/ children this week. We have decided to
celebrate the theme of togetherness and gratitude as our way of
marking the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. All children are making their own
piece of bunting with a “thank you” message to someone that has
helped them during the past two years and it will be hung across the
school. If you would like to attend, please let the office know by Monday
so we can work out catering arrangements.
One of our school priorities is oracy. How we talk and present ourselves
has a big impact on literacy levels and future success. We insist on
children always speaking in full sentences and try to improve their
vocabulary. To support your child, please ask them lots of questions
about their day. RE Day next week will be entirely focussed on children
talking about their ideas and beliefs.
Finally, a request about trainers. When I became Headteacher at
Duncombe, I decided to allow black trainers as well as black shoes. I
think they are practical and it stops the expense of having to buy
separate trainers for PE. Unfortunately, a few pupils are wearing
brightly coloured trainers and basketball trainers. These are not allowed
and I politely request that you ensure your child is in the correct uniform
every day.
Enjoy the sunshine this weekend!

Best wishes,

Helen

Important Dates
Monday 11th July – INSET Day
Thursday 21st July – Last day of
Summer term. 1:30 finish time.
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The whole school’s attendance for this week is 96%

Celebration Awards
Julia Donaldson: Aliyah
Your confidence this term has grown so much. You
are exploring little nursery without support and you
have started playing with our friend which is nice to
hear you speck and giggle. You are a little star!

Florence Nightingale: Harmony
I am so impressed with Harmony! She has been so
focused all week and very ready to learn. Harmony
has made so much progress with her reading and
gives her all every time. Well done Harmony!

Eric Carle: Maria
For settling so well into her full-time place in nursery.
It is so lovely to see how independent you are
around the nursery environment! Well done Maria!

Marie Curie: Brianna
Wow! Brianna has created a fantastic piece of
writing all about gorillas. I have been SO
impressed with her enthusiasm and her creative
style of writing. Keep it up!

Tony Ross Reception: Yasin
For such a positive attitude to learning. This week
Yasin has been working so hard on his reading skills
and listening on the carpet. Keep it up Yasin, you
are a star
Judith Kerr Reception: Lianne
For showing such enthusiasm for writing, you are
always first to say you want to have a go at a writing
activity and you are now sounding out full sentences.
Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Kerim
I am so proud for the amazing progress Kerim has
showed in class. He has been working really hard on
reading longer words using fred-talk. He has also
been wowing me with his writing! Well done Kerim
Francis Drake Year 1: Cimran
I have been so impressed with Cimran’s
perseverance in Maths this week. He has been
working independently when comparing numbers to
100

Isaac Newton Year 3: Deniz
For working really hard in all his learning. Deniz
has been trying to stay focused and do his best
work. He is growing in confidence and is always
kind, friendly and helpful. Well done Deniz!
Michael Faraday Year 3: Ghalya
Ghalya is always respectful and ready to learn.
She has a positive attitude to her learning and
always has a smile on her face. Well done Ghalya
for trying so hard!
Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Jack
For enthusiasm. Jack knows his times tables and
can recall them at speed. Well done Jack - we are
proud of you!
William Shakespeare Year 4: Waleed
For his enthusiasm. He perseveres and tries his
best in every single lesson. We love having you
in WS!

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Ehsan
Ehsan has really impressed me with his maths work this week. He has completed all work and extra challenges
with great accuracy and effort. Also, he has helped his classmates with their work by sharing his ideas. Great
work Ehsan!
Martin Luther King Year 5: Sylia
You work hard in lessons and aim high! You have dedicated yourself to developing your writing and
understanding the maths we learn in class. I am very proud of you!
Winston Churchill Year 6: Mickey
For working hard, never giving up, trying his best and maintaining a positive attitude towards his SATS!
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Melike
For being cheerful and polite in all her dealings with others. She is willing to help and encourage those finding
things hard and is an excellent friend

Fantastic Work
Year 5
Year 5 wrote letters in character. Look at the brilliant ideas Charlie and Yunus developed in their
paragraphs.

Year 2
Year 2 have been learning all about capacity this week. We went outdoors to measure different
things to see which one holds the most water!

Reception
This week in reception we have been getting busy with more messy play. We explored mixing
colours and making a thick paint with flour! We used different tools to create our own artwork inspired
by Van Gogh’s oil paintings.

Nursery
Nursery have had lots of fun looking at repeated ABAB patterns and continuing them on.

2 Year Olds
This week we have been getting messy. We have been exploring cornflour.
It smelt like lemons, it was very sticky and gloopy, and it reminded us of glue.
Some of us loved it, some did not like it or getting dirty and some were amazed
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