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Dear Parents from
and Carers,
Message
the Headteacher
This week at Duncombe classes have begun to celebrate Black
History month.
Black History Month is an opportunity to ensure that all young
people, no matter their background, learn about Black history, the
achievements of Black Britons and their contributions to British
society. As David Olusoga said in the recent BBC series Black and
British, “this is our national story, this is British history, it belongs to
all of us.”
We will update you on the various activities that all child ren will
participate in to celebrate our diversity. It is important to note that at
Duncombe we don’t just see Black History month as an ‘add on’.
Lots of work has been put in to review the literacy curriculum and
ensure that we are reflecting the diversi ty of our community in the
books we read with pupils throughout the academic year . This term
our focus is on updating the History curriculum with the same
objective.

Dates for your diary:
Autumn Half Term 25th October
– 29th October
2021

Car Boot SALE
October the 31st
12-3pm

As well as reading the poetry of Benjamin Zephania and Maya
Angelou, year 4,5 and 6 are performing this poetry throughout next
week. This coincides with National Poetry Day today. I end this
newsletter, on National Poetry Day, with an extract from my favourite
poem. I hope you enjoy it as much as year 6 d id. You can find the
full version here:
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46446/still -i-rise

If you are interested in
participating in our FIRST EVER
car boot sale. Please come and
join us. Stall prices start from just
£5.
Let’s come together to raise
money for the Duncombe
Community!

Have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes
Helen

Still I Rise

Contact:
Duncombecarbootn19@gmail.
com

BY MAYA AN GELOU
You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, I'll rise.
Does my sassiness upset you?
Why are you beset with gloom?
’Cause I walk like I've got oil wells
Pumping in my living room.
Just like moons and like suns,
With the certainty of tides,
Just like hopes springing high,
Still I'll rise.

Extended Day
Dear parents and carers,
please remember Duncombe
offers wrap around care from
7am until 6pm, Monday to
Friday. Breakfast club is
available at just £1.50 per
day and after school
activities starting from just
£2!

School Attendance

Julia Donaldson
79%

Isaac Newton
98%

Eric Carle
90%

Michael Faraday
98%

Judith Kerr
83%

William Shakespeare
95%

Tony Ross
86%

Charlotte Bronte
96%

Earnest Shackleton
94%

Martin Luther King
92%

Francis Drake
93%

Emmeline Pankhurst
96%

Florence Nightingale
95%

Nelson Mandela
97%

Marie Curie
95%

Winston Churchill
94%

The whole school’s attendance is 95.1%

Celebration Awards
Julia Donaldson 2-year olds: Adam
Adam has started toilet training and has found it very hard but
with his and parent persistency, he went to the toilet without
being reminded. We are so proud Adam even Spiderman,
Well done!

Florence Nightingale Year 2: Khadijah
Khadijah has been very enthusiastic in maths this week!
She worked extremely well with her partner and is
beginning to understand her number bond to 20. Well
done Khadijah!

Eric Carle Nursery: Yusuf
Yusuf put his coat on all by himself and showed me with great
pride. He showed a great interest in the colour hunt, found
two different coloured objects and put in the right coloured
trays to sort them. He also drew some animal characters from
the story Brown Bear Brown Bear. Well done!

Marie Curie Year 2: Ismail
This week, Ismail has persevered with his writing and is
beginning to recognise the importance of editing. He
has created a wonderful story about a Prince looking for
his Princess! Keep up the hard work
Isaac Newton Year 3: Dianna

Tony Ross: Marwa
Marwa is a very kind and helpful member of our class and
always has a smile for those around her. This week, Marwa
has done some great learning in maths by using her knowledge
of numbers. She has really impressed me as well with how far
she has come in her phonics. Well-done Marwa on a brilliant
week! Keep it up!

Judith Kerr Reception: Lalia

For always being ready to learn and being kind and
caring. Dianna always tries her best and loves helping
her class friends. She has made good progress and
makes everyone feel happy with her generous heart.
Thank you for being such a kind friend to us all!

Michael Faraday Year 3: Mia

Lalia you have come on with your phonics already and are
starting to blend. This is because of your great concentration well done!

She is kind and caring towards all children and adults.
She shows ambition when writing and in all her learning.
Her self-esteem has grown in a short period of time.
Well done Mia. You are a super star!

Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Adam

Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Rumaysa

Adam is always very respectful to the other children and
adults in his class. He has beautiful manners and is always
very polite. Well done Adam, keep it up!

For showing respect to everyone.
Thank you Rumaysa - you are a star!

William Shakespeare Year 4: Aniya
Francis Drake Year 1: Daniel
Daniel has been working very hard this week. He has been
producing some beautiful handwriting, is building on his
friendships and being respectful towards others. You are a
super star!

For showing respect and manners to adults and peers.
Aniya smiles and always says good morning, please
and thank you. A lovely ray of sunshine!

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Rebeca
Rebeca always behaves respectfully in class and is a good role model. She always shows adults she is ready to learn,
rather than telling them and always perseveres to improve her work by adding more detail, whilst taking care with her
presentation. Well done Rebeca!

Martin Luther King Year 5: Hashim
I am so impressed by Hashim’s attitude. He has shown perseverance this week by working hard and continuing to smile.
He worked especially hard solving multi-step word problems this week. Keep up the hard work Hashim!

Winston Churchill Year 6: Irfan
Irfan has shown fabulous enthusiasm for all his learning in class, but I especially saw his motivation when working on a
poem to perform. He produced his own piece of poetry and then was able to perform it with excellent expression, really
thinking about how to entertain his audience. Well done Irfan!

Nelson Mandela Year 6: Jazmin
Jazmin has accrued 850+ points on her Doodle Maths which shows her dedication towards learning, her work is exemplary
for effort and her presentation is equally impressive. Jazmin always behaves well and is a model pupil at Duncombe
Primary.

Fantastic Work
Year 6
Year 6 have been planning and carrying out their own electricity investigations - working hard collaboratively
and asking lots of questions that they will hopefully be able to find out the answers to!

Year 5
To show that we understood what we were reading in our class novel (‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’), the children
listened to a description of what Kensuke’s cave looked like before sketching and labelling their own version
using information from the text.
Hussam and Eliz’s drawing from EP.

Year 4
In Science, the children investigated the Non-Newtonian fluid, “Oobleck”. They debated whether it was a solid
or a liquid, as it has properties of both. They eventually decided it was somewhere in the middle, depending on
the amount of pressure you put on it.

Year 2
Year 2 enjoyed their Garden Classroom Trip to Whittington Park this week. They collected nature’s treasures
and created a poem about their findings.

Year 1
In Year 1, we have been learning all about adding. The children used 2 digits and added them together by
using the number beads.

Reception
This week in reception we have been retelling the story “The Enormous Turnip” using a story map.
The children have changed the characters and the setting and came up with loads of wonderful ideas.

In reception for Black History Month, we have been exploring bead necklaces and creating our own African
Paper Plate Necklaces.
We also danced and had a Bele Village dance from Trinidad and Tobago in the Caribbean.
The stories we read today were: My hair and Baby goes to market.

Nursery
In nursery we have been enjoying meeting challenges while cutting out the animal characters of the story
Brown Bear Brown Bear. We went on colour hunts, collected different coloured objects and found out which
group had more. The children have also been observing changes when mixing colours together. We also did
an experiment by adding water to dry pasta and found out that it turned soft, squishy, soggy and sticky.

2 Year Olds
Little Nursery has been working very hard this week. We have been using our autumn collection in our
activities. We have been conker rolling in paint, making owls with feathers and our hands and we made a
college of our favourite pieces that we found.

Parent Messages

Pupils Missing Property
It has come to our attention that pupil belongings are going missing and they are not
being returned. Please if you come across another child's property, can you return this
back to the main office as soon as possible.
As you can appreciate, parents do not have the funds to continue to replace their
child/rens clothing, and it would be great if we could all work together in returning items
that do not belong to our child.

Pupil Individual Photos
Pupil photos via the Kittle website are now available to order.
Pleas use the slip you were provided by the class teacher, entering your special username and password.
Link: https://v6.kittleorders.com/kp/Home

Parent coffee mornings
We are happy to announce that coffee morning will be starting up again. These will be held every Friday
morning from 9-10am in the bottom hall. Please see the timetable below for different sessions that will be
taking place this half term.

October 15th

Mastering Times Tables and how we teach
maths

October 22nd

Things to do in the half term

