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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week at Duncombe we have been thinking about how to stay
positive. We thought about gratitude in assembly and appreciating
the small things in life. Linking with that, next week is Well-Being
week at Duncombe. The children have been given a special
homework for the weekend to think about how they can look after
themselves physically and emotionally. For example, we know that
going to the park in sunny weather will make us feel better than
staring at a screen. See the challenge below and feel free to add
your own family's ideas about well-being.
Next week, year 6 are doing SATS. I have been so impressed by
their resilience and determination in the build up to them. Whatever
the outcome, we know that there is far more to a child than their
academic attainment. Empathy towards others and being inclusive
is something that we value so much in life, as well as our ASPIRE
values.
The weather is set to be sunny and warm all next week. Please
make sure that you put sunscreen on your child before they go to
school. Also, a hat and a bottle of water is very important, the
playgrounds at Duncombe lack shade in many areas.
I hope you have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes,

Helen

Important Dates
Monday 9th May – Year 6 SATs Week
Monday 11th July – INSET Day
Thursday 21st July – Last day of Summer term. 1:30 finish time.
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The whole school’s attendance for this week is 89%

Celebration Awards
Julia Donaldson: Azra
For settling into nursery really well. She has been
exploring nursery and loves the painting. Her smile
brightens up the room. You are our superstar.

Marie Curie: Alex
This week Alex has tried his best in all lessons. He
always has a smile on his face and makes us all
feel happy. Keep up the hard work!

Eric Carle: Adrian
For settling back into nursery so well. You always
make sure that you are listening on the carpet! What
a great role model to your peers!

Isaac Newton Year 3: Dijana
Dijana has used the advice given to her by both
Jamie and Alex and is bringing her own ideas into
her story writing! She has been writing a wonderful
pirate adventure this week and always impresses
everyone with her positive attitude and kind
behaviour. You're a superstar!

Tony Ross Reception: Yusuf
For showing us your positive self-esteem and never
giving up when you face a challenge. Yusuf you are
a great role model to all your friends.

Michael Faraday Year 3: Isabella

Judith Kerr Reception: Dylan
For such improved communication and language.
You are so keen to tell us everything you are
creating and we love it.

Isabella has tried very hard in this week and is
turning her great ideas in English into some
wonderful sentences. She has been very respectful
to her friends and teachers and has been an allround star! Great stuff Isabella!

Ernest Shackleton Year 1: Fatima
Fatima has blown me away this week with her
writing. She has been taking great care in her writing
this week. She takes pride in her work and this
shows in all of her work books.

Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Yunis
For enthusiasm. Yunis brings joy and fun to
lessons. Well done Yunis, we are proud of you!

Francis Drake Year 1: Amira
For trying her best in her writing. She has a great
imagination and is very creative. Well done AmiraKeep it up!

William Shakespeare Year 4: Mahir
For showing enthusiasm and focus in maths this
week. We are proud of his achievements. Well
done Mahir!

Florence Nightingale: Hamdi
Hamdi has really matured this year and is showing
independence and enthusiasm in his lessons. I am
so proud of you! Keep it up.

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Soumeya
Soumeya has really impressed me with her effort in our writing lessons. She makes sure she uses our Year 5
statements to edit and improve her work. Great work Soumeya!
Martin Luther King Year 5: Joshua
Joshua is such a star! He is always enthusiastic and perseveres in every lesson.
Winston Churchill Year 6: Amima
For never giving up, working extremely hard and staying focused. She is a shining example in WC and is
always willing to help others! Well done and good luck in your SATS!
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Yosan
For being a compassionate friend and being kind and helpful because she is selfless.

Fantastic Work
Year 6

Year 5
Year 5 used Google drawing to layer and group shapes to create an image of The Motte and Bailey
Castles made by the Normans. Here are some examples by Chris, Hashim and Jehan in MLK, and
Muntaha and Trina from EP.

Year 4
Year 4 had their WOW start in their History topic, Ancient Greece. They took a time machine back to
the Ancient Civilisation and made togas and laurel wreaths to fit in with the locals!

Year 2
Year 2 have been learning about the seven continents of the world. They have learnt lots of
interesting facts. Did you know Africa has a population of roughly 120 million people?

Year 1
This week in Geography we made clay sea creatures. Some of the creatures we made were: fish,
sharks, starfish and seahorses! We had lots of fun!

Reception
Reception have been using non-fiction books to find out information about minibeasts! We used the
information to create a poster. We have also been exploring colour and creating art inspired by
Matisse. We used paper to rip and stick through collage and used crepe paper on wet white paper,
later peeling it off to reveal the colours left behind.

Nursery
This week Nursery have enjoyed exploring vegetables from our focus story ‘Olivers Vegetables’. We
used our senses to touch and smell the vegetables and even washed the potatoes like Grandpa and
Grandma in the story!

2 Year Olds

2 Year Olds
Little nursery has been so busy this week. Where do we start…
Our topic this week is wild animals. We have been playing hide and seek with the animals, acting and
making sounds like animals and making homes out of playdough for them. We have also been
finding lots of insects. We found a spider in the mud kitchen, a caterpillar crawling on the floor and a
woodlice under the bark. We have been catching them and finding new homes for them. We had
great fun.

