
Curriculum 2020-21



Curriculum Intent
 A curriculum intent was finalised with input from staff in April 2020. 

 From the curriculum intent, the curriculum was then reviewed and mapped.

 At this stage, mapping shows long term and medium term content in every 

subject, across Years 1 – 6. 

 The curriculum maps are now uniform in presentation and content. 



Statement of Intent

At Duncombe Primary School, our curriculum is designed to build knowledge and skills by meeting these objectives: 

 To encourage pupils to become ambitious, empowered learners who can make a positive contribution to the 

school and wider community.

 To develop pupils’ knowledge and skills by providing a coherent, progressive, vertical curriculum.

 To develop meta-cognition in our pupils, using the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ to aid pupils’ ability to 

‘learn to learn.’

 To build rich ‘cultural capital’ that will advantage our pupils as they progress to secondary school and the world 

of work.

 To make learning experiences memorable, to ensure long-term retention of new ideas, with the regular use of 

digital technologies and with a whole-school focus on environmental issues.

 To develop a wide vocabulary among our pupils, through regular talk, so they are well-equipped with a rich 

understanding of language so that they may become articulate orators. 

School values

Our school values and aims support our curriculum and work together to ensure that our pupils are successful; 

academically, but personally and socially too. We aim to equip our children with the essential knowledge and key 

learning skills needed to succeed, with a curriculum that promotes communication, critical thinking, and creativity.

At Duncombe Primary, we recognise that every child is unique. Our curriculum is inclusive; not only is it diverse in 

content, but our teaching staff adapt the curriculum in their lessons to make it accessible to different groups of 

children, including disadvantaged pupils, and those with English as an Additional Language and Special Education Needs 

and Disabilities. 

We celebrate the rich diversity of our pupils and strive to ensure that their wellbeing and safety is embedded in all that 

we do. Children at Duncombe are ready, respectful, and safe: they learn to be respectful towards others, build self-

esteem and confidence in their abilities and draw on each other’s strengths.

Progressive framework of knowledge and skills

To develop the school’s curriculum, we identified ‘essential knowledge’ and ‘key vocabulary’ that pupils should learn. 

The curriculum is designed as a vertical accumulation of knowledge and skills. We build upon knowledge by making links 

to prior learning. Lessons are carefully sequenced to ensure that learning is revisited, built upon, and used as a 

foundation to acquire new learning. Learning experiences are planned to aid understanding. By breaking down the 

learning into small steps and memorable experiences, learning goes from the short to the long-term memory. Our 

curriculum is designed to provide depth, breadth, and balance and to be relevant and meaningful to the lives of our 

pupils. 

Alongside the ‘essential knowledge’, we take the skills progression from the EYFS Statutory Framework, the 

‘Characteristics of Effective Learning,’ from EYFS all the way up to Year 6. This is because we recognise that these are 

essential skills for learning, and for life. Throughout our curriculum, children are given the opportunity to develop their 

engagement with learning, their motivation, and their thinking skills. Children at Duncombe are taught to develop 

critical curiosity, reasoning and reflection, motivation, and resilience. 

 Cultural capital

During their time at Duncombe, our pupils accumulate ‘cultural capital’ by being exposed to the vital background 

knowledge and range of cultural experiences required to become active, informed, thoughtful citizens. We aim to use 

our local community effectively and want pupils to benefit from the fantastic opportunities that living in London offers. 

We ensure that our pupils have access to the many local museums, galleries, and exhibitions in our exciting, 

multicultural city.

We recognise that when accruing ‘cultural capital,’ a child’s family plays a huge role. We include parents regularly in 

what we do, with opportunities for them to join in our lessons at school, come along on trips and see shows, as well as 

providing parents with classes and support. Our parent workshops equip parents with the skills to support their children’s 

learning, but also to develop their own. 

 Learning experiences with links to environmental issues and digital discovery

Learning at Duncombe is designed to be memorable. We have two whole school themes: ‘Environmental Issues’ and 

‘Digital Discovery.’ These two themes are interwoven throughout our curriculum, providing authentic contexts for 

learning, and equipping our children to take on two of the biggest challenges facing the world today. Annual topics 

linked to the environment provide an opportunity to link science, humanities, the arts, and social and emotional 

development.

Our emphasis on ‘Digital Discovery’ ensures that pupils gain the skills that will help them access the workplace of the 

future. From EYFS onwards, pupils develop their ICT capabilities through access to technology on which they can 

research, present their ideas, present data, map, record ideas and use games to learn. They will also develop their use 

of digital technology, by learning to create programs, program existing systems, code different animations simulations 

and debug incorrect code. Duncombe pupils are ‘e-safe’, with regular workshops from outside providers. 

Every year group has the opportunity to take part in a wide range of visits and workshops, in addition to special 

curriculum days and topic weeks. Some examples include taking part in the Islington schools 11 by 11 charter, Climate 

Change marches, International Evening, British Science week, RE days and Black History month workshops.

Where we can, children will meet experts and specialist visitors, who may be parents or from the local community, who 

can help bring the curriculum to life. These memorable learning experiences broaden children’s’ horizons and encourage 

them to tackle new challenges and be daring when faced with something new or undiscovered. 

 Word power & communication

We know that one of the keys to addressing disadvantage and ensuring success is a developing a wide vocabulary in our 

pupils. Our teachers use specialist vocabulary and explore the meanings of words. We help children unlock language by 

working on word building and finding opportunity to use new vocabulary in context. We give pupils regular chances to 

talk, and learn the fluency and confidence needed to address a variety of audiences. We promote adventurous 

vocabulary through the use of high-quality texts woven throughout our curriculum. 

Our broad, balanced, and knowledge-rich curriculum, underpinned by the year on year accumulation of key learning 

skills, ensures that every pupil at Duncombe makes excellent progress not just academically, but personally as well. 

They are informed about the challenges facing their environment and have the digital capabilities they need to access an 

increasingly digital world. Children leave Duncombe with a solid foundation of the key skills gained through meaningful 

learning experiences and with the cultural capital that they need to succeed.



Key themes that structure the 

curriculum
 Empowered learners 

 Diverse, memorable content

 Characteristics of Effective Learning

 Digital Learning

 Environmental themes and content

 Developing vocabulary



Curriculum Maps
 The curriculum has been mapped to ensure that it is broad and balanced.

 The map provides a clear guide for teachers, parents and other stakeholders 

of what is being taught and when.

 It contains content and skills that need to be taught, and references any 

specific schemes of work that are used. 

 It is designed to be a document that will work for the future. Although the 

2020-21 curriculum may deviate from it in order to provide a recovery 

curriculum, or if there are any closures.



English - Reading
EYFS and Key Stage 1:

 In EYFS and KS1, children will learn to read through the Read, Write, Inc. 
programme. Children are taught in a group according to their ability for one 
hour, first thing, every day. They do a daily speed sounds session, followed by 
a reading session using Read, Write, Inc. levelled texts. 

 In Year 2, children will continue with the Read, Write, Inc. programme until 
January, or until they have reached ‘Grey’ books. Children will then be 
introduced to whole class guided reading, with a focus on comprehension that 
will prepare them for standardised assessments.

Key Stage 2: 

 In Key Stage 2, children will learn to read in whole class guided reading 
sessions based on a set text. 

 Teachers plan whole class reading lessons referring to the Islington reading 
domains ensuring they cover all domains, teach vocabulary and use different 
teaching methods to practise different reading skills.

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6



English - Writing
At Duncombe, children’s writing is based around a core text, or theme. Many will 

have cross-curricula links or be the same as their reading text. 

 High quality texts have been selected. These texts will provide a stimulus for 

writing, and have been selected for their high quality of language, visual 

stimuli, diverse content and/or cross-curricula links. 

 Texts or themes selected are judged to be suitably challenging for the age 

group. In most cases, the text also provides a good model of the writing 

objectives required of the age group. 

 Each text has specified writing outcomes, that differ in genre, allowing 

children to write for different audiences and purposes. 

 Each year group has a text or unit that links to environmental issues, which is 

varied and progresses in content. 

 In conjunction with the English lead, the effectiveness of the unit will be 

reviewed annually. Some units have been taught at Duncombe previously, and 

produce successful outcomes, whilst others are new for this curriculum.



Mathematics
 We follow whole-class mastery 

programme White Rose Maths. It allows 
children to learn new concepts, built 
in small, logical steps and explored 
through clear mathematical structures 
and representations. 

 The units are in block form, which 
means children spend an extended 
amount of time learning each concept. 
In order to keep these concepts fresh, 
the teachers plan fluency sessions to 
revisit and refresh concepts, based on 
what their children need.

In addition to this, the teachers complete a long term 

plan to plan out when they will teach each objective 

and ensure that the breadth of the curriculum is 

covered in detail throughout the year.



Science
Children are taught a body of scientific knowledge, as stated in the national 

curriculum, through sessions that encourage them to ‘work like scientists’.

 Children will cover around 4-5 units, as stated in the National Curriculum, 

each year.

 One half term will be dedicated to investigations, and focused on the 

‘working scientifically’ skills.

 Children will also look into the life and work of a focus scientist each year. 

 Each year we have a science day where we celebrate scientists from diverse 

backgrounds.



Topic
 Topic will be focused on material from the geography, history, art, design and 

technology curriculum. 

 History topics will ensure that children develop: chronological understanding, 

a range and depth of historical knowledge.

 Geography will ensure that children develop a knowledge of globally 

significant places including their physical and human characteristics and the 

skills needed to collect and analyse and communicate geographical data.

 Through a cross curricular approach, we have been able to include all DT and 

art objectives in our topic curriculum by including wow starts at the start of 

units and 1 DT challenge day per term.



RE

 We use the London Borough of Islington 

Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 

(2017-2022). Religious education in 

England is multi-faith. Children will learn 

principally about Christian people, Jewish 

people, Muslim people and Hindu people 

but they will be given the opportunity to 

learn about people of all faiths, and none.

 The syllabus is in three strands: believing

(looking at beliefs, teachings, sources, and 

purpose), expressing (religious and 

spiritual forms of expression, questions 

about identity and diversity), and living

(practices and ways of living, questions 

and values and commitments). 



Music and Performance
 Each year, through specialist teaching, children will develop their musical skills across a 

progressive framework. 

 In Year 1, children will be taught by our specialist music teacher, Lena. Over the year, children 
will learn: how to use their voices creatively and expressively to sing songs; play tuned and un-
tuned instruments musically; listen with concentration and understanding to a range of live and 
recorded music; make and combine sounds musically. 

 In Year 2, children receive weekly tuition from specialist teachers from Music Education 
Islington. Children learn to look after and play their first instrument, the recorder. They have 
opportunities to perform throughout the year – at International Evening, singing in the Nativity 
performance and in their own class assembly performance where they play their recorders. 

 From Year 3, until Year 5, children receive weekly tuition from specialist teachers from Music 
Education Islington. In Year 3, children learn to look after and play an instrument that they will 
keep until Year 5. This will be a trumpet, clarinet, ukulele or a violin. They have opportunities 
to perform throughout the year – at International Evening, at the Y3/4 Spring Concert and in 
their own class assembly performance where they play their instrument. 

 Children in Y3,4 and 5 also have the opportunity to attend the Music Education Islington ‘Music 
Hub’ after school, join the Duncombe Choir and attend drumming club during lunchtimes. 

 In Year 6, children will be taught by our specialist music teacher, Lena. In Year 6, children will 
have the opportunity to receive guitar tuition. They will have the opportunity to perform at 
International Evening, during their class assembly and during their Year 6 production in the 
summer term. 



Computing
 The computing curriculum has three spines: digital literacy, e-safety and 

coding. 

 The planning and resources used are drawn from a variety of respected and 

well-known sources that have been created by educators with vast experience 

in computing and which use research driven pedagogy. 

 It has been divided into three sections: e-safety, which is taught 

predominantly in the Autumn term; digital literacy, taught mainly in Autumn 

and Spring; and coding, taught in the remainder of the year. 

 There is a more equal split between coding and digital literacy/e-safety 

emphasising the fact that computing isn’t just about coding nor ‘ICT’. 

However, in order to give children the tools they need, Digital Literacy does 

feature throughout. Resources and lessons are linked in the individual year 

group plans and it is expected that teachers will adapt these to make them 

appropriate for their class.



PE
 Working with Rightway Sports, our specialist teachers, we have ensured that 

children receive a well rounded curriculum where they can experience:

 Invasion Games

 Sending and Receiving

 Throwing and Catching

 Bat and Ball

 Striking and Fielding

 Net and Wall

 Dribbling, Hitting and Kicking

 Dance

 Gymnastics

 Outdoor Adventurous Activities

 Swimming

 Athletics

 Children also participate in a ‘Daily Mile’ where they run for a mile each 
day. This to improve general fitness. 



PSHE
We use ‘You, Me, PSHE: A 
scheme of work for the Primary 
School: Years 1-6.’ This is the 
scheme of work for Islington. It 
is broken down into seven 
strands: 

 sex and relationship 
education, 

 drug, alcohol and tobacco 
education,

 keeping safe and managing 
risk, 

 mental health and 
wellbeing, 

 physical health and 
wellbeing, 

 careers, financial capability 
and economic wellbeing, 

 identity, society and 
equality. 

All units are age appropriate. 



French
 Our current curriculum is taught by a specialist peripatetic teacher. Provision 

needs to be confirmed for 2020-21. 

 Each lesson contains reading, listening, speaking and some writing in the 

target language. It is taught in both English and French. 

 Specific new vocabulary is taught in units, and then embedded by varied 

activities and regular consolidation.

 Children build up an understanding of French grammar, including verb 

conjugation, agreement of nouns and gender, using verb + infinitive 

structures. 

 There is regular opportunity to look at cultural and contextual content, where 

children can learn about life in France and Francophone countries. 



Final product:
A map for every year group, detailing what should be taught and when, which 

has been carefully mapped to ensure progression at each age group.



Final product:



Diversity: What we’ve done
 Reviewed the English curriculum to include more diverse authors and characters.

 Science: Day when we learn about scientists from diverse backgrounds.

 All writing assessment pieces are based on characters with diverse backgrounds.



Diversity: Next steps

 Review history units e.g. Year 6 Tudors unit could focus on Early 

Islamic civilisation.

 Think about how diversity is included within teaching.

 Map out story times for different year groups to include more 

diverse texts.

 Set up links with local bookshops which specify in diverse texts. 



Support for teachers:

 Example plans have been provided in all subjects, either 

planned by the subject leader or an experienced teacher. 

 Planning expectations have been provided for all subjects.

 Planning Proformas have been amended to ensure lessons 

include all necessary components.  

 Each subject leader spoke about expectations for their subject 

on the September INSET days and showed teachers how to use 

planning materials.



Work with subject leaders:
 Starting from October Helen and Katija will meet with subject 

leaders every 2-3 weeks. Meetings will involve a mixture of 

training on how to lead a subject area and feedback from tasks 

subject leaders have completed.

Meeting 1: Audit of subject area and send out teacher survey of 

subject knowledge

Meeting 2: Feedback from subject audit and create action plan

Meeting 3: Feedback on monitoring activity and further actions. 

(1:1) 

Meeting 4: Redo subject audit and review action plan

 Subject leader meetings at the borough


