
 

 

 

 

History Vocabulary Ladder  

 

In year…  I need to understand and use the following Historical vocabulary:   

Year 6  secondary source; cause and effect, interpretation; reliability 
 
 
Acts of Parliament; alliance; Catholic; census; Dissolution of the 
monasteries; expansion; execution; House of Lords; judge; jury; labour; 
local; monarch; noble; philanthropist; politician; poverty; protestant; reform; 
Reformation 

Year 5   

  

secondary source; cause and effect, interpretation; reliability 
 
raids; settlement 

 

Year 4  primary source; interpretation; reliability 
 
empire; conquer; dynasty; kingdom; rebellion; invasion; law; philosophy; 
architecture 

Year 3  chronology; decades; centuries; era; ancient 
 
sources; representation 
 
Neolithic; Prehistoric; hunter-gatherer; agriculture; trade; farming 
 
dynasty; emperor; democracy 

Year 2  before; after; modern 
 
artefact; cause; consequence; continuity  
 
monarch; royalty; heir; parliament; peasants; throne; empire 



 

 

Year 1  old; new; past; present; then; now 
 
object; evidence; change; similar; different 
 
expedition; exploration 

Reception  •  

Nursery •  

  


