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Vision and Ethos 

Duncombe Primary School is a place where everyone is treated equally, encouraged, and respected. We 

believe that all children should be able to achieve their full potential academically, socially and emotionally. 

We are committed to our school being safe, inclusive, and nurturing, where learning is child-centred, 

evidence-informed, and encouraged in a happy, caring, and fun environment. We uphold the principles of 

Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) and the strengthened EYFS safeguarding and welfare 

requirements (2025). Good behaviour is expected as all children enjoy their educational journey. 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Overview 

The EYFS applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year. It is the statutory framework that 

guides practitioners to plan broad, challenging, and inclusive learning experiences within a vibrant, 

engaging environment and to assess development and progress. 

The EYFS is underpinned by four themes: 

● A Unique Child 

 

● Positive Relationships 

 

● Enabling Environments 

 

● Learning and Development 

 

And four principles: 

● Every child is a unique learner who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident 

and self-assured. 

 

● Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

 

● Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults 

who respond to their individual needs and interests. 

 

● Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The framework covers the 

education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with SEND. 

 

We ensure high expectations for communication and language development, early identification of any 

potential additional needs, and the implementation of appropriate support. We are committed to inclusive 

practice, with a strong focus on mental wellbeing, early speech development, and safeguarding awareness, 

as prioritised in the latest EYFS reforms. 

Active Learning through Play   

   

At Duncombe Primary, we believe that young children learn best through purposeful play and first-hand 

experiences. Our EYFS curriculum is rooted in active, hands-on learning, where children explore, 

experiment and discover through well-planned, language-rich environments indoors and outdoors. 

Play is central to everything we do. It motivates curiosity, supports creativity and builds problem-solving 

skills. Through a balance of adult-led and child-initiated play, children make sense of the world, develop 

independence and apply new knowledge. 
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Our provision includes both structured and open-ended play, tailored to children’s interests and 

developmental needs. Practitioners observe closely, interact meaningfully, and extend children’s thinking 

through high-quality dialogue and questioning. 

   

The Foundation Stage   
   

Our Foundation Stage includes a 2-Year-Old provision (AM or PM), Nursery (start of the week or end of the 

week 15 hours, with full time places available), and two Reception classes. Children access both shared 

indoor and outdoor areas, promoting independence, collaboration and exploration. 

Staff plan together to ensure consistency, progression and an inclusive curriculum that meets the needs of 

all learners. Children are taught in a range of group sizes and learning styles, supporting their individual 

development. 

We prioritise a smooth transition from home into school and onwards into Year 1. Our setting offers a 

secure, nurturing environment where children feel safe, valued and confident to explore, take risks and 

grow as active, engaged learners. 

 

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning 

● Playing and exploring 

 

● Active learning 

 

● Creating and thinking critically 

These are embedded in our daily practice, including adult-led and child-initiated activities. Children are 

encouraged to develop self-regulation, persistence, resilience, and a love of lifelong learning. 

Areas of Learning and Development 

Prime Areas: 

1. Communication and Language 

2. Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

3. Physical Development 

Specific Areas: 

4. Literacy 

5. Mathematics 

6. Understanding the World 

7. Expressive Arts and Design 

All areas are interlinked and delivered through a balance of adult-led, enhanced provision, and child-

initiated experiences. We prioritise communication and language, with a strong focus on spoken language, 

vocabulary enrichment, and developing oracy, which underpins success across the curriculum. 

We set realistic yet challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve this by 

planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are 

more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different 

ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.    
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Communication and Language 
This covers all aspects of language development and provides the foundation for literacy skills. Children are 

encouraged and supported to develop competence in speaking and listening, being able to pay careful 

attention to what is being said and responding appropriately. Staff follow the ShREC approach to 

interactions. We aim to extend and enrich the children’s vocabulary through story time, rhymes, role-play, 

group discussions and a language rich environment. Children are encouraged to share their own 

experiences through speaking and acting out events in imaginative play and talking about their own ideas. 

They are encouraged to take part in class activities such as participating in music sessions, class shows, 

saying rhymes and singing songs together. 

 

Personal, social and emotional development 
The school fosters and develops relationships between home and school. Children are encouraged to 

share, take turns and co-operate with others. They are encouraged to be independent and make choices 

for themselves. They are also encouraged to be sensitive to the needs of others and to respect other 

cultures and beliefs. They learn the Duncombe School rules of Ready, Respectful, Safe and what these 

mean to them every day.     

   

Physical development 
Children are given opportunities to move to music, use equipment, develop and practise their fine and 

gross motor skills. They develop an increasing understanding of how their body works, what is needed to 

be healthy and how to take care of themselves. This is done both indoors and outdoors and by working with 

a wide range of resources.    

  

   

Literacy    

We have a variety of resources for the children to use to help them develop early literacy skills. Children 

are encouraged to engage with mark making opportunities in all areas both in and outdoors. They also take 

part in teacher-led activities which are planned in advance. These activities include whole class shared 

reading, phonics sessions and small group guided reading and writing.  

 

To support the teaching of phonics and emergent writing, we use the Read Write Inc scheme. The pre-

writing work encourages pencil control and clear letter formation, as well as ‘dough disco’ to strengthen 

hand muscles. Children have the opportunity to independently develop their writing skills in accordance 

with their age, ability and competence. We encourage children to treat books and other resources with 

respect and they are given many opportunities to enjoy books by themselves and with their peers and to 

listen to stories read by adults.    

   

Mathematics 

We aim to provide children with a deep and secure understanding of early mathematical concepts through 

hands-on, practical experiences and rich mathematical talk. Our curriculum follows the principles of the 

NCETM Early Years Maths Programme, with a focus on developing strong number sense, spatial 

reasoning, and mathematical thinking. 

Children explore number, shape, pattern, space and measure through a combination of adult-led activities, 

structured small-group sessions, and high-quality provision in the learning environment. We make 

extensive use of nursery rhymes, number stories, manipulatives and everyday routines to embed learning 

in meaningful contexts. 
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Children are supported to develop their understanding of: 

● Cardinality and counting 

 

● Comparison and composition of numbers 

 

● Subitising and part-whole relationships 

 

● Shape and spatial awareness 

 

● Pattern and early measurement 

 

Mathematical vocabulary is explicitly taught and reinforced through conversation, play, and story. 

Practitioners model the language of reasoning and encourage children to explain their thinking using full 

sentences. We also work in partnership with families to reinforce learning at home using tools such as 

DoodleMaths and by sharing practical ideas for embedding maths into everyday routines. 

Understanding the World 

Children are given rich opportunities to explore, question, and make sense of the world around them 

through hands-on, meaningful experiences. They are supported to observe, investigate and talk about 

living things, their local environment, the wider world, and significant people in their lives. Children learn 

about cultures, traditions, and celebrations, promoting respect for diversity and fostering an understanding 

of similarities and differences among people and communities. This supports the promotion of British 

values and inclusive practice. 

Children also have opportunities to develop early computing skills and explore age-appropriate technology. 

We promote digital literacy and online safety from the early years, helping children understand how to use 

technology purposefully and safely. Sustainability and care for the environment are explored through 

seasonal changes, planting, and learning about animals and habitats. Practitioners support this learning 

through high-quality talk, vocabulary development, and child-led enquiry. 

   

Expressive arts and design 
 

We provide opportunities for all children to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a 

variety of art, design, technology, music, drama, movement, dance and imaginative play activities. Children 

are given opportunities to make paintings, drawings, collages, models and use musical instruments. 

Children also learn new songs and rhymes and enjoy singing them with each other.    

 

Safeguarding and Welfare 

Safeguarding is at the heart of everything we do. Our EYFS staff follow the Duncombe Primary School 

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy, which aligns with: 

● KCSIE (2025) 

 

● Working Together to Safeguard Children (2023) 

 

● Statutory Framework for the EYFS (2025 update) 
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All staff have: 

● Enhanced DBS clearance 

 

● Up-to-date safeguarding and Prevent training (Training in identifying signs of abuse, neglect, online 

harm, and early mental health concerns). 

 

● Mobile phones and personal devices are not used in EYFS learning spaces. 

 

● We follow strict protocols around eating, intimate care, toileting, and safe touch, as outlined in our 

safeguarding policy. 

 

● Children are taught about safe relationships, boundaries, and consent in an age-appropriate way 

through our PSED sessions. 

 

● Online safety is embedded from EYFS, including understanding safe use of digital tools through 

storytelling, discussion, and parent education. 

 

● Staff are trained in contextual safeguarding and understand local safeguarding risks. 

Nutrition and Healthy Living 

We are committed to following the Early Years Healthy Eating Guidelines (2024) to promote children’s 

health and wellbeing. 

● We promote positive attitudes to food and support children in making healthy choices. Children are 

offered a variety of healthy, balanced snacks and meals that meet government nutritional standards. 

 

 

● Children have access to fresh drinking water at all times. 

 

● Staff follow the school's Policy, taking into account allergies, dietary requirements and cultural 

preferences. At least one staff member who is paediatric first aid trained will observe the children as 

they eat snack and lunch.  

 

● We actively involve parents in supporting healthy eating at home and school. 

Inclusive Practice and Early Identification 

Our curriculum and environment are adapted to meet the needs of all children. Practitioners: 

● Identify early any barriers to learning 

 

● Work closely with the SENDCo to develop support plans 

 

● Implement high-quality teaching and inclusive provision 

 

● Engage in multi-agency working where needed 

 

● Promote emotional regulation and wellbeing, embedding trauma-informed approaches 
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Assessment and Record Keeping 

Assessment in EYFS is continuous and formative. It is based on: 

● Practitioner interactions and observations some recorded on Tapestry.  

● Communication and language baseline judgements, mental wellbeing indicators, and areas of 

concern (e.g. neglect, SEMH needs), in line with 2025 guidance. 

● Samples of children's work and photographs. 

● DfE Reception Baseline Assessment, half termly phonics and termly maths assessments. 

● Progress reviews with parents at parent’s evenings.  

● Staff refer to the Development Matters guidance to support their knowledge of child development 

and to ensure curriculum content builds on what children know and can do. It is not used as a 

checklist, but as a tool to inform accurate, responsive teaching and planning. 

 

Behaviour and Emotional Regulation 

We promote behaviour that reflects our school values of kindness, respect and curiosity. 

Children are supported to understand their emotions and behaviour through co-regulation strategies, use of 

calm spaces, and modelling from adults. 

Staff: 

● Use positive reinforcement and conflict resolution strategies 

● Teach children the impact of their actions on others 

● Understand how SEND and trauma can affect behaviour 

● Work in partnership with parents and carers to identify and together resolve any underlying causes 

for negative behaviour.   
● Recognise that a consistent and planned approach is critical to effective behaviour management. 

Consistency among staff will ensure that children understand and respect the positive expectations 

set for behaviour within our setting.   
 

Outdoor Learning and Risk Assessment 

Outdoor learning is an integral part of the EYFS curriculum. Staff: 

● Conduct daily risk assessments 

● Provide opportunities for exploration, physical challenge and creativity 

● Use outdoor learning to support health, confidence, and resilience 

● Encourage appropriate risk-taking under supervision  

● There will always be a trained member of staff responsible for first aid to treat children in line with 

our first aid policy.     

Outdoor play is designed to meet all learning goals and supports physical and mental health in line with the 

strengthened EYFS framework. At Duncombe School, we place significant value on the benefits of Forest 

School which children in Reception partake in throughout the year, led by The Garden Classroom. 
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Parental Engagement 

We maintain strong relationships with families through: 

● Welcome meetings, home visits, parent consultations, Tapestry online journals. As well as parent 

workshops and where relevant Signposting to support services. 

Transitions and Key Person Approach 

Every child is assigned a key person who ensures a secure attachment, emotional wellbeing and a 

consistent point of contact for parents. 

We manage transitions carefully: 

● From home to Nursery or Reception 

● From EYFS to Year 1 

● Transitions for children with SEND or EAL are planned collaboratively with additional support 

     

    

     

Late child collection   

The safety and welfare of children is our highest priority. 

Children will only be released to authorised adults. If someone other than the usual collector is picking up a 

child, prior notice must be given to the class teacher or school office, along with a clear method of 

identification (e.g. an agreed password). 

If a parent or guardian is delayed, they must inform the school as soon as possible. The child will be 

supervised by a member of staff until they are safely collected. 

If parents or emergency contacts cannot be reached within a reasonable timeframe, the Senior Leadership 

Team will be informed. In line with our safeguarding procedures, Children’s Social Care and/or the police 

may then be contacted. 
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