
  
  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duncombe Primary School 

Newsletter  

15.09.2023 

Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Two weeks in and the children have settled back into school 
beautifully. The sunshine has certainly helped!  
 
We have been delighted to see so many parents attend the 
‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions this week. Hopefully, all of the 
information that you have been given will help support your 
children’s learning. As well as this, we also have two FREE 
homework clubs running on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons- 
see the office for details.  
 
Classes have been busy across the school- check out some of 
the children’s brilliant work later in this newsletter.  
 
Finally, “Shanah Tovah”: Happy New Year to all of our Jewish 
families at Duncombe. We hope you have a wonderful 
celebration this weekend! 
 
Have fun in the sun!  
 

Helen 

The date for INSET day has 

changed. School will now be 

open on Friday 20th October 

and closed for INSET day on 

Monday 30th October. 

 

We are currently collecting for 
Duncombe’s food bank. If you 

would like to donate, please bring 
non-perishable food items to the 

office.  
We appreciate all donations made, 

no matter how small. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Meet the Teacher 

Monday 18th September – 3:30pm 
 

Individual Photos 

Wednesday 20th September  

 

Half Term 

Monday 23rd October –  
Friday 27th October 

 

INSET day 

Monday 30th October 

 

Last day of term  

Thursday 21st December  
(1:45pm finish) 

 
 

See more important dates for 

this term below. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Monday 18th September – Year 6 Meet the Teacher 3:30pm 

Wednesday 20th September – Individual school photos 

Wednesday 27th September – Reception parents Phonics workshop 9am 

Thursday 28th September – Year 6 Cardfields parents meeting 3:30pm 

Friday 29th September – Year 6 to Africa Writes Children’s festival at  

the British Library 

Thursday 19th October – Year 1 Phonics Screen parents meeting 3:30pm 

Thursday 19th October – 2YO & Nursery closed (Staff training day) 

Monday 23rd - Friday 27th October – Half Term 

Monday 30th October – INSET day (school closed) 

Wednesday 8th November – Year 6 SATs & Boosters parents meeting 3:30pm 

Monday 27th November – Friday 1st December –  

Year 4 swimming (class TBC) 

Monday 4th December – Friday 8th December – Year 4 swimming (class TBC) 

Tuesday 12th December – Parents Evening 3:30pm – 7pm 

Wednesday 13th December – Parents Evening 3:30pm – 6pm 

Tuesday 19th December – Reception class Nativity 

Thursday 21st December – Last day of term (1:45pm finish) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Term Dates 2023 – 24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term 
INSET Monday 8th January 

Monday 8th January Friday 9th February 

Half Term 
Monday 12th to Friday 16th February 

Monday 19th February Thursday 28th March 

Easter Holiday 
Friday 29th March to Friday 12th April 

 

 

Summer Term 
INSET Monday 15th April 

Monday 15th April Friday 24th May 

Half Term 
Monday 27th to Friday 31st May 

INSET Monday 3rd June 

Monday 3rd June Wednesday 24th July 

Summer Holiday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 
INSET Monday and Tuesday 4th and 5th September 

Monday 4th September Friday 20th October 

Half Term 
Monday 23rd to Friday 27th October 

INSET Monday 30th October 

Monday 30th October Thursday 21st December 

Christmas Holiday 
Friday 22nd December to Monday 8th January 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The whole school’s attendance for this week is 96% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  School Attendance     

Julia Donaldson 

91% 
Isaac Newton 

97% 

Eric Carle 

94% 

Michael Faraday 

97% 

Tony Ross 

98% 

Charlotte Bronte 

98% 

Harriet Tubman 

92% 

William Shakespeare 

98% 

Greta Thunberg 

93% 

Emmeline Pankhurst 

97% 

Florence Nightingale 

93% 

Martin Luther King 

93% 

Marie Curie 

99% 

Marcus Rashford 

99% 

 
Nelson Mandela 

97% 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Celebration Awards  

 

 

 
 

Julia Donaldson 2YO Nursery: Danni-Rae 
For coming back so keen to learn and for being a great 
friend to everyone. Thank you for helping our friends 

settle and showing them what to do.   
 

Eric Carle 3YO Nursery: Shaun 
For coming back and setting a great example to  

his peers! 
 

Tony Ross Reception: Salwa 
For starting at a new school with such enthusiasm and 

being so helpful in class. 
 

Harriet Tubman Year 1: Stanislava 
For being ambitious and working especially hard in 

maths this week. Keep up the good work! 

 
Greta Thunberg Year 1: Sufiyan 

For showing enthusiasm to learn and always trying 
your very best when completing a task! Keep it up. 

 
Florence Nightingale Year 2: Cassius 

Cassius has had an excellent week, he has been 
focused in maths and was able to recognise his tens 

and ones independently! Well done superstar, keep up 
the amazing work. 
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Marie Curie Year 2: Ayla 

For being ready, respectful and safe at all times. 
Well done Ayla! 

 
Isaac Newton Year 3: Mahdi 

For his amazing work in his Maths lessons on place 
value this week. He has made an excellent start to  

Year 3! 
 

Michael Faraday Year 3: Ruby 
Ruby has had an excellent start to Year 3. She is a 

perfect role model! I was also very impressed by her 
descriptive writing. Well done Ruby! 

 
William Shakespeare Year 4: Isa 

For his fantastic focus in reading. Isa has put energy 
into his work and shown that he is keen to learn and 

succeed. 
 

Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Hira 
For showing so much enthusiasm in her learning, 

especially in maths. She stays focussed, and perseveres 
when completing challenging work! Keep it up Hira! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Yusuf 
Yusuf is a joy to have in the classroom. He is a very respectful and sensible boy. He contributes to class 

discussions with great enthusiasm! Well done and keep it up! 
 

Martin Luther King Year 5: Lavin 
For being respectful, kind and sensible at all times. You set a brilliant example for your classmates.  

Well done Lavin! 
 

Marcus Rashford Year 6: Mysie 

For always being ready to learn. Mysie always follows instructions first time and wastes no time getting ready to 
learn. She is always willing to share her ideas with the class and she listens respectfully to others. She is an 

excellent role model and a joy to teach. Great job Mysie! 

 
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Fatima 

For a fantastic attitude towards her learning. Always focused and striving to do her best. Already we have seen 
a huge amount of progress - we are all really proud of you! Keep it up Fatima! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 6 
Year 6 created beautiful pieces in an artistic wow start to their new Rivers topic! They looked at Claude 
Monet’s work as inspiration of how they wanted to paint rivers and challenged themselves to use some of his 
techniques. 
 

       
     

Year 4 
Year 4 started their learning about Africa by designing T-shirts with African patterns! They learnt that these 
designs draw inspiration from nature and the use of geometric and symbolic patterns. 

                                         

 

Year 3 
An evil carrot is causing chaos in Whitehill Stores! Year 3 created wanted posters with a decision of the pesky 
menace. 

 

Fantastic Work and Learning at Duncombe this week:  

 

 



 

 

Year 2 
Liban is one of our writers of the week! He has been writing his letters neatly, on the line, and using a 
capital and full stop. 

 

 

Nursery 
We have loved welcoming all the new children to our Nursery. This week the children have enjoyed getting to 

know their new environment and meeting all of their new friends.  

 

2YO 
We would like to welcome our new little nursery.  

We have got some new friends. They all have been amazing and have been so brave in saying bye to their 
parents. They have been busy exploring the setting and getting to know new people. Thank you to the 

parents and children for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathways for Parents: Back to School 

If you are finding the transition back to school tricky with your child who has autism, this webinar may offer 
great advice from the May Institute. It is at 5.15pm on September 28th, register for free at this link: 

https://www.mayinstitute.org/events/pathways-for-parents-back-to-
school/?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=NAC_September&utm_medium=email 

  
 
Come and have a go session – Cricket 

This Saturday 16th September at Wray Crescent, there is a free pop in session, for children of all ages, in 
partnership with Islington Council. The event is from 1-4pm and is being held at Wray Crescent Cricket Pitch 
N4 3LP. All equipment is provided, and sessions will be delivered by qualified Middlesex Cricket Coaches. 
Pop in for free for a fun cricket session!  

 

 

 

https://www.mayinstitute.org/events/pathways-for-parents-back-to-school/?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=NAC_September&utm_medium=email
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