
  
  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duncombe Primary School 

Newsletter  

08.12.2023 

Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It certainly feels like winter this week. Thank you for sending the children 
in wrapped up and warm. Please remember to write your child’s names 
on all items-I know how frustrating it can be when your child loses gloves 
and scarves, it makes life a lot easier to find items that are labelled.  

So, the week has flown by at Duncombe in a whirl of assessments, school 
trips and then the fantastic Winter Fair yesterday. Thank you to all of 
the parents who came and enjoyed the activities on offer. It was great to 
see everyone having fun together. 

Next week are the Parent-Teacher consultations, where you can discuss 

the progress and attainment of your child. If you require an additional 
meeting with the SLT, we will be available on both evenings.  

Finally, I would like to wish our Jewish families and staff a Happy 
Chanukah. I hope you enjoy your celebrations with your families! 

Have a lovely weekend and keep smiling! 

 

Helen 

  

 

There will be no After School 

Club (including Enrichment) or 
Homework Club on Tuesday 
12th and Wednesday 13th 
December due to Parents 

Evening. We apologise for any 

inconvenience caused. 

Please ensure you have made an 
appointment to meet your child’s 
teacher for Parents Evening on 

Tuesday or Wednesday.  

Year 3 & 4 trip to the  

Science Museum 
Monday 11th December –  

 

Parents Evening 
Tuesday 12th & 13th December  

 

Year 2 trip to Tower of 

London 
Friday 15th December 

 

See more important dates for 

this term below. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Monday 11th December – Year 3 & 4 trip to The Science Museum 

Tuesday 12th December – Parents Evening 3:30pm – 7pm 

Wednesday 13th December – Parents Evening 3:30pm – 6pm 

Friday 15th December – Year 2 trip to Tower of London 

Tuesday 19th December – Christmas Lunch 

Tuesday 19th December – Reception class Nativity 2:30pm 

Thursday 21st December – Last day of term (1:45pm finish) 

Monday 8th January – INSET day (school closed) 

Tuesday 9th January – Nursery (EC & JD class) closed 

Tuesday 9th January – Reception – Y6 children back to school 

 

 

Winter Fair 
 

Thank you to all of the parents who helped with organising the Winter Fair. It was a huge success and it 
wouldn’t have been possible without your support and kind donations. Thank you also to the all the staff for 

getting involved and running the activities. We managed to raise an amazing £706!  

We hope you all enjoyed it as much as we did. 

 

                     

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The whole school’s attendance for this week is 87% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  School Attendance     

Julia Donaldson 

75% 
Isaac Newton 

87% 

Eric Carle 

78% 

Michael Faraday 

87% 

Tony Ross 

83% 

Charlotte Bronte 

87% 

Harriet Tubman 

88% 

William Shakespeare 

90% 

Greta Thunberg 

84% 

Emmeline Pankhurst 

84% 

Florence Nightingale 

87% 

Martin Luther King 

89% 

Marie Curie 

84% 

Marcus Rashford 

85% 

 
Nelson Mandela 

93% 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Celebration Awards  

 

 

 

 

Julia Donaldson 2YO Nursery: Medina 
She has grown in confidence with her talking and really 

trying to say new words. 

 

Eric Carle 3YO Nursery: Nevaeh 
For trying extra hard to practise writing her name on her 

work. Great effort Nevaeh! Keep it up! 
 

Tony Ross Reception: Yusuf 
For your amazing progress this term and a smile that lights 
a room. Well done, you are doing so well with learning and 

our school rules. 

 

Harriet Tubman Year 1: Alice 
For working so hard during the English sessions. She has 
been applying her phonics knowledge, using Fred Talk, 

during the writing lessons. Well done, Alice! You are a star! 

 
Greta Thunberg Year 1: Zara 

I am proud of Zara for her perseverance to form all her 
letters correctly this term. We are so proud of you –  

keep it up. 

 
Florence Nightingale Year 2: Otis 

Otis has had an excellent week, he is a great role model as 
he is always ready. 
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Marie Curie Year 2: Liban 
For a huge improvement in behaviour and focus. Liban is 
trying his best and produces high quality work in every 

lesson.  Well done Liban - we are so proud of you! 

 

Isaac Newton Year 3: Omer 

For his positive attitude towards his learning and the respect 
he shows towards his peers and adults around the school. 

Omer is a joy to teach! 

 

Michael Faraday Year 3: Saffa 
Saffa has worked hard to develop her ideas and her 

presentation in English. She is now thinking carefully about 
the character and has been working really hard to improve 

her handwriting. Well done Saffa! 

 

William Shakespeare Year 4: Abdi 

Abdi has shown independence this week by developing his 
own ideas. He also always works hard on his homework. 

Well done Abdi! 

 

Charlotte Bronte Year 4: Khadijah 

Khadijah is always respectful and polite to everyone and 
follows the Duncombe rules. She shows that she’s ready to 
learn and tries her best in lessons. Keep up the hard work 

Khadijah. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Emmeline Pankhurst Year 5: Alex 
Alex is a respectful and polite girl. Recently, I have enjoyed watching her confidence grow too.  She has worked really 

hard during her reading lessons. I can see she has put a huge amount of effort filling out her reading record 
independently. Well done! 

 

Martin Luther King Year 5: Shucayb 

You showed ambition with your writing and perseverance while editing to make it the best it could be.  
Keep up the hard work! 

 

Marcus Rashford Year 6: Tiffany 

Tiffany really impressed Reem and I with her behaviour on our trip this week: she was respectful inside the museum, 
helped her friends and was engaged in our workshop. She set an excellent example for Duncombe and we are very proud 

of her! 

 
Nelson Mandela Year 6: Omar 

Omar has shown an excellent attitude towards his learning in class and his behaviour. He has made great improvement 
with his maths skills due to his excellent focus and motivation. He has also shown fantastic leadership skills as the boys’ 

team captain! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Year 6 
Year 6 visited the Natural History museum this week and had a wonderful time learning more about evolution 

and inheritance. A workshop helped us understand all about the natural selection of big and small-footed 
lizards due to Caribbean storms (with the help of a leaf blower!) and we were able to study the development 

of how horses’ legs have evolved. 

       
 

Year 5 
In computing, Year 5 have worked really hard during their computing lesson. They have been learning about 
the history of computers but most importantly the work that Alan Turing has contributed to early technology. 

The children created presentations and shared it with their peers. 

      
 

Fantastic Work and Learning at Duncombe this week:  

 

 

Update from Fiona, UKS2 Phase lead: 
Well done to Yr6s who have worked extremely hard during assessment week. We are all very proud of the 
progress the children have made so far! Well done to all the children who have been attending Boosters and 
the amazing enthusiasm I have seen from our Yr6 children.  
 
This week, Year 6s attended the Natural History Museum linked to their evolution link. The feedback I 
received from the children was nothing but positive. They had a great time and especially enjoyed seeing the 
dinosaurs dressed up for Christmas! 
 
Year 5 has blown us away with their writing this week. They have worked hard to create an engaging 
monologue which included emotive language, rhetorical questions and range of sentence starters. We are all 
proud of them!  
 
A special shout out to Mia in EP. She has created a wonderful project of our solar system and 

has even organised the planets in the correct order. We were all blown away Mia! Well done! 
 



 

P.E./Sports 
The year 5&6 Football teams played Winton Primary School in the Islington Football League on Tuesday. 
Both Boys and Girls teams continued to make Duncombe proud with their performances. The girls played a 

great game but narrowly lost 2-0 in the end. The boys secured their third win in a row, beating Winton 2-0, 
with both goals scored by team captain Omar. 

 

Year 4 
In science, Year 4 made their own switches using foil! They made predictions and built different circuits to test 

their predictions. 
 

       
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from Nazia, LKS2 Phase lead:  
Year 3 is working hard to write stories for Year 2 to read. We have thought carefully about the main 
character who has a magic finger. This is linked to the class text ‘The Magic Finger’. We developed a bad 
character who is punished for not looking after his animals. We shared ideas and decided a never ending 
itch was the best idea! Now we are writing our stories using expanded noun phrases and including 

dialogue.  
Year 4 is completing a creative writing piece based around ‘The Lighthouse’. Children have used multi-clause 
sentences, personification and dialogue to develop their ideas. We are all proud of their writing - their work 
is really creative and detailed! 
 

Inclusion update from SENDCo:  

Tip of the week: St George’s Church hold free sesnory drop-ins for familes of children with SEN or 
additional needs - no diagnosis needed! They have a wide range of sensory equipment and activities, 
including a quiet area. There’s lots of space to be yourself with as much or as little interaction as you want! 
The next session is on Saturday 16th December. 

Amazing work: Well done to our playground angels from Year 5 who have been working hard to make 
sure everybody has someone to play with at break and lunchtimes. 

 

https://www.stgeorgestufnellpark.org/send


 

Choir 
Duncombe's festive choir took to the stage at the Union Chapel this week to sing 'Jingle Bell Rock'.  
They also took part of a mass choir of Islington schools. They were a true delight, well done Duncombe's 

choir. 

 
 

Year 2 
In year two, we are learning to use commas in a list.   

This is part of Ayla’s retelling of Dave and the Tooth Fairy.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
This half-term for Arts the year 1 children have learned to draw a self-portrait by learning Julian Opie’s 
art techniques. They have learnt how to stick the collage directly onto their self-portraits and focus on 

creating blocks of colour and adding in shapes for their features. 

      



 

Reception 
Reception had another wonderful forest school session. Now the weather is colder and the children are 

confident with the forest school agreement around safety, we enjoyed a campfire. It was started with the bark 

from silver birch trees that we collected. We all learnt a lot about fire safety. 

     
 

Nursery 
Nursery have had great fun this week getting festive! We loved going through the christmas box to decorate 

our class, christmas tree and even the small dolls house! The children enjoyed listening to Christmas music and 
starting to learn our Christmas songs that we will be recording and uploading onto tapestry very soon.   

   
 

2YO 
Little nursery have been getting very christmassy.  
We have been getting ready for our Christmas song,  
making hats, cards and so much more. We have  

been going home very sparkly.  

     
 

 

Update from Anca, EYFS Phase lead:  

Well done to the reception children for working so hard during the phonics sessions and well done as well for 
completing their homework weekly.  

In nursery, the children have been learning to retell the story: ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, what do you see?’ 
using a story map. The children have successfully retell the story using actions and repeated phrases. Great 
job, nursery! 

 


