
 

 

 

 

Art vocabulary ladder   
Ensure that children understand all of previous year(s)’s vocabulary in addition to the current age group’s vocabulary.  

In 
year… 

I need to understand and use the following Historical vocabulary:   

Year 6 sources, composition of art, perspective, single focal, point, horizon, balanced painting, receding colours, depth in perspective,  

 
  Revise all vocabulary covered 

Year 5    preliminary studies, 

l learning journey 

movement, perspective, shadows, reflection, scale, proportion, foreground, middle ground, background contrasting colours 
   positive print negative print. 

Sustained piece. 
   Know the vocab surrounding different types of pencils. 
   Know the vocab surrounding different types of paints. 

    
 

Year 4    mood board, annotations, influences, process, atmosphere, ink 
Know the names of the different types of pencils 

   Specific colour language e.g. tint, tone, shade, hue 

   Know types of paint e.g. gouache, acrylic, watercolour, ready mix, oil 
   continuous pattern 
   overlapping colour prints 

Year 3 Gallery, Exhibition, designer, sketch book, observation, shadow, depth, texture, stippling, blocking, warm and cold colours 

 complimentary colours, mono printing, relief printing, layered printing, transfer 

Year 2 Architect, plan, dots, lines, hatching, cross, hatching, tones, detail, outline 
, smudging, blending, scumbling, colour wheel, colour, spectrums, dyes, effects, textured 
clean printed image, mimic print, print, press roll, rub, stamp, weaving 

Year 1 Artist, idea, line, shape, sketch, primary colours, secondary colours, colour mixing, darker, lighter, pattern, materials, repeating 



 

 

Reception     

Nursery     

  

 


